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formation of a State constitution — I object to this | 
provision upon a great principle. It is known to || 
the world at large as an American principle. 

Mr. SANDIDGE’ 


s amendment was then disagreed | 


0. 
Mr. BOWIE. I move to amend the amend- 1 
ment of the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. 
Smitu] by inserting, before the word ‘‘ citizens,”’ 
the word ** male.”’ I want to make a single sug- 
gestion to my friend from Virginia, for it seems | 
to me he has not considered the extent to which 
hisamendment will carry him if it is adopted in 
its present form. According to my understand- | 
ing, the word *‘ citizens’’ would include females 
as well as males—women and children as well 
as men; and that, if the amendment should be 
adopted in its present form, it would give every- 
body, men, women, and children, the right to 
vote m the formation of a State constitution in 
Oregon. 

Now, sir, I am not very much inclined to go 
into an eXamination of the questions raised by 
my friend from Kentucky, [Mr. H. Marsuatt,} 
as to the right of a person not a citizen of the 
United States to vote in a Territory in its chrys- 
alis condition of a State. I rather think that, in 
consideration of the difficulties generally attend- 
ant upon emigration to new and unsettled coun- 
tries, we ought to be much gratified to have emi- 
grants go there from any quarter. I think that, 
when a man has gone into a Territory with a view 
of settling permanently there, whether he has 
been there six months or twelve months, accord- 
ing to the principles of republicanism—I do not 
mean Black Republicanism—but of the republic- 
anism of the Constitution of the United States, 
he ought to be allowed to participate in the af- 
fairs of the government, and to have a voice in 
the formation of a State-government. If you 

: ees 
provide that these distant Territories shall be set- 
tled only by those citizens of the United States— 
native-born or naturalized foreigners—who have 
been in the country five years, it would be along 
time before the ‘Territory would be settled at all; | 
and but few would go there at all if the elective | 
franchise is to be withheld from them after emi- || 
gration. 

I cannot, therefore, consent to withhold the 
elective franchise in these new and distant Terri- | 
tories from those who are not actual citizens by 
naturalization, which would require an actual 
residence of five years in the United States. Our 
true policy, as a nation, isto increase the popula- 
tion of the country. We thus add to its material 
strength and vigor in resisting foreign aggressions, 
and to the industrial resources of the country by | 
developing the labor of its inhabitants. But, sir, || 
I hold that the Constitution of the United States || 
has nothing to do with the question of the elective 
franchise, either in the States or in the Territo- 
ries, after they have, by the organic law, been in- | 
vested with power to legislate on that subject for | 
themselves. Gentlemen who cling to the great | 
absorbing powers of the Federal Government, 
who would make this a great central unit of all | 
governmental powers—that class of politicians | 
may well enough contend that Congress has || 
power to regulate the elective franchise in the | 
States as well as in the Territories. I have | 
always held, on the contrary, that that was a 
municipal question, belonging to the States or to 
the Territories after they have been organized as 
such; for, according to the great doctrine of Amer- 
ican progression, the people of the Territories 
have the inherent right to regulate their own 
affairs for themselves. I am not in favor of lodg- || 
ing any such power in a great central Union. I 
would strike it down as the worst enemy to en- | 
larged civilrights. I say this, in order that gen- 
tlemen of the American party may understand 
that I never can agree with any of their notions 
in regard to the elective franchise, so far as they | 
have been developed. I hold that the Federal 
Government should not undertake to control it | 
anywhere—not even in the Territories; for the 
moment the power of the Federal Government 
over the elective franchise in the States or Terri- 
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| altogether on those subjects. I wish to destroy it 


| Territories the right to form their own State 


| with no little surprise. 


| sideration of territorial business; and as there are 


'| to the section to which reference has been made, 


|}améndment, but the original bill. it provides 


tories is conceded, and its exercise invoked, that 
moment the power to control slavery, or oan 
t 


| other mere municipal institution, is admitted. 


matters not to me whether the question is of 
os or of the elective franchise. I desire to 
get rid of the power of the General Government 


—to clip its strength—to deprive the Samson of | 
his locks. 
Iam in favor of giving to the people of the | 


government; and the gentleman from New York 
can never get me to favor, either by vote, voice, 
or writing, the principle of which he seems to be 
a pioneer. 

Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I have heard the 
views taken by the gentleman from Maryland 


Mr. LANE. I rise to make a suggestion. 

Mr. SMITH. You will have plenty of time 
to do it after I have finished. 

Mr. LANE. I prefer todoitnow. I do not 
wish to interfere with the gentleman’s speech. 
There are but a few days set apart for the con- || 


behind the pending bill many other very import- 
ant ones for the Territories, [ do not know but 
that this bill had better be lost if the discussion 
is going to continue any longer. I do not wish | 
that it shall stand in the way of other territorial 
business. If gentlemen are willing, I suggest | 
that it be informally laid aside. 

Mr. SMITH. I cannot yield the floor for that 
purpose. 

Mr. LANE. IhopeI shall get the floor when | 
the gentleman has finished his remarks, to do | 
what I have suggested. 

Mr. SMITH. I will help the gentleman in 


what he desires. Mr. Chairman, by adverting 


it will be found that the term used is, ‘‘ the people 
of Oregon”’ are authorized to form a constitution. 
Does that give to every man, woman, and child 
in the Territory the right to vote? 

Mr. BOWIE. What does the gentleman read 


from ? 
Mr. SMITH. 


I am not reading from the 


that the people of Oregon shall form a State govern- 
ment. Hoes that imply that everybody in the | 
Territory is to vote? Conainly not. There isa 

qualification. What is it? It is to be found in | 
the organic act, or the territorial law. It con- | 
fines to a portion of the people the right of suf- || 
frage. 1 propose to designate the class of people. 

A Memser. Is it the organic law? 

Mr. SMITH. The organic act and the terri- | 
torial law say who shall vote; and I now propose || 
that Congress shall say to what class of people | 
the right to form a State constitution shall be con- | 
fined, as we have done heretofore—prescribed || 
what class of people shall manage the territorial || 
government. But I have no objection toa modif- | 
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|| has adopted my first amendment. 


| Pacific ocean, a party like the part 





cation of my amendment, so as to read ** white | 
male citizens of the United States of the age of 
twenty-one years;”’ and if it will satisfy the com- 
mittee I will adopt it. Itis wholly unnecessary, 
but I put it in that form. 

When a person, under this amendment, comes 
up to vote, if it be adopted, nothing more will be 
necessary than to ascertain whether or not he isa 
citizen of the United States. The organic actand 
the territorial law remain unrepealed as to the 
right of suffrage, except that it will be restricted 
to those who are citizens of the United States. 
I think the question is plain; and I must be per- 
mitted again to express my surprise at the 
remark, that this embodies any other than the 
Clayton amendment, which commanded the uni- 
versal approbation, or nearly so, of that section 
of the country in which I reside, only about two 
years ago. 

Mr. BOWIE. I move to amend by adding the 
words, ‘* and who shall have resided in the Ter- 
itory one day.” I do this merely that I may be 
in order to make a few more remarks. 


Mr. WALKER. I rise toa question of order. 





An amendment to an amendment is pending, 
and I hold that it is not in order to offer any 
further amendment—that it is not in order to 
move an amendment in the third degree. 

_The CHAIRMAN, The gentleman from Vir- 
ginia has accepted the amendment to the amend- 
ment as a modification of his own amendment, 


| and therefore there is but one proposition before 


the House. 


Mr. BOWIE. I am glad that the gentleman 


I rise now, 
sir, more for the purpose of explaining the vote 
that I intend to give than anything else. I must 
confess that I am one of those gentlemen who in- 
tended to vote against this bill, but upon reflee- 
tion I have changed my opinion, atid mean to 
vote for it. The only difficulty I had was in re- 
gard to the amount of population. I never thought 
there was any constitutional objection. 

Mr. GROW, (interrupting.) ~ I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. I must insist that gentlemen who 
offer amendments shall confine themselves to the 
discussion of the amendments they offer as the 
rules prescribe. 

Mr. BOWIE. 
question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman must con- 
fine himself to the amendment he offers, which 
is to provide for one day’s residence. 

Mr. BOWIE. Well, sir, the policy of such 


residence is embraced in almost all of your terri- 


I am going to speak to the 


| torial bills, and I have only to say that I approwe 


of that policy. I shall vote for the bill for the 
reason that I believe that, if this question of the 
admission of Oregon is postponed for two or three 
years by the dilatory action of this House, there 
will spring up in Oregon, upon the shores of the 
we have in 
this House, that will divide that ‘Territory into 
three States instead of one, and we should then 
have three free States instead of one admitted into 
this Union. I hold that Oregon is to be a free 
State beyond all doubt; and I will not run the 
risk of having three more free States by a divis- 
ion of Oregon, which I fear will be the result if 
we delay her admission now. 

Mr. LANE. If this discussion is to be kept 
up—— 

The CHAIRMAN, (interrupting.) Discus- 
sion is exhausted on the pending amendment. 

Mr. BOWIE. I withdraw the amendment. 

The question recurred on Mr. Suirn’s amend- 
ment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to sub- 
stitute for the amendment of the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Smiru,]} the words, ‘* being qual- 
ified voters of said Territory under the lawe 
thereof.’’ 

I thought, Mr. Chairman, that the gentleman 
from Virginia concurred with nearly the entire 
southern delegation upon this floor, and the Dem- 
ocratic party generally, in the great doctrine of 
the non-intervention by Congress in the domestic 
concerns of the Territories. 

Mr. GROW. I shall have to raise a question 
of order. 

Mr. JONES. Why, sir? 

Mr. GROW. Because the opinions of the 
southern delegation, or of the Democratic party, 
have nothing to do with a bill authorizing the 
people of Oregon to form a State government. 

Mr. JONES. If the gentleman will wait, he 
will see that] amin order. Now, sir, this ques- 
tion of the right to vote in the Territories has 
been under discussion here, and it has all sprung 
up, I believe, upon the proposition of the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. seb | The gentleman 
from Virginia on my right, [Mr. Lercuer,} 
showed what were the qualifications of voters pre- 
scribed in the Washington territorial bill. Mr. 
Fillmore, a candidate for the Presidency, ap- 
proved and indorsed that bill. My friend from 
Alabama, [Mr. Smitu,] one of his advocates, 
and who is perhaps opposed to allowing foreign- 
ers to vote until they have been here twenty-one 
years, voted for that bill. Two gentlemen on 
the other side of the House, Mr. Benwert, of 
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New York, and Mr. Brenton, of Indiana, also 


eit] and to other gentlemen of 


his faith in 


voted for it, with other members of this House. || politics. 


Now, sir, in 1850 the Utah and New Mexico | 


bills passed this House. They formed a part of 
the compromise measures, and they, I believe, 
were supported by the gentleman from the Lou- 
isville district in Kentucky, [Mr. H. Marsuaut. |] 
They met the gna ogy Pr presume, of the 
gentleman from 

made such a furious onslaught on Mr, Buchanan 
and the Democratic party buta day or two since. 
Mr. Fillmore, their candidate for the Presidency, 
approved the Utah and New Mexico bills. What, 


| 


irginia, [Mr. Caruite,} who || 


sir, are the provisions of those bills upon the sub- | 


ject of the qualifications of voters? 
Mr. GROW. 
order on the gentleman. 
Mr. JONES. Iam speaking of the qualifica- 


I must now make the point of 


tion of voters, and my amendment relates to that | 


subject. This is the provision of the Utah and 
New Mexico bills, approved by Mr. Fillmore, 
and those who are now his friends upon this floor: 

“« That the right of suffrage and of holding office shall be 
exercised only by citizens of the United States, including 
those recognized as citizens by the treaty with the Republic 
of Mexico, concluded February 2, 1848.” 

Who were those recognized as citizens by the 
treaty of 1848? They were those inhabiting the 
territory transferred to this country by the Mex- 
ican Government, and who, remaining in that 
territory and failing to give notice to this Govern- 
ment that they desired to retain the rights of 
Mexican citizens, should be regarded as citizens 
of the United States. They were not required to 
make any declaration of intention to become citi- 
zens. They were not required by this law, or by 
the treaty, to take any oath to support our Con- 
stitution; they were not required to give any inti- 
mation or indication whatever, that they adopted 
and approved of our institutions; they never were 
required to say thatthey would be true and faith- 
ful citizens of these United States; they were 
conquered frem a foreign country, almost the en- 
tire population thus transferred to you being of 
foreign birth, entirely ignorant as to your laws, 
your institutions, your customs, and the rights 
and duties pertaining to American citizens. Yet, 
sir, remaining there, perhaps not willingly, but 
conquered and taken by thiscountry, under those 
circumstances, they were made voters by these 
laws, which were approved by Mr. Fillmore, 


whois now the champion and standard-bearer of || 


the native-born citizens! 
Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. BRENTON. I would inquire of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee with what view he al- 
luded to me as having voted for the Washington 
territorial bill? 

Mr. JONES. Well, the gentleman is opposed 


to the Democratic party, and most of those op- | 


sosed to it are making this fight, as I understand. 
That .s my only reason. 

Mr. BRENTON. 
tion with the name of Mr. Fillmore. 

Mr. JONES. I did not know whether the 
gentleman was a supporter of Mr. Fillmore or 
not. 


He alluded to it in connec- | 


Mr. BRENTON, who was nearly inaudible, | 


was understood to say that he was not a sup- 
porter of Mr. Fillmore. 
Mr. LANE. 


I feel that I should be doing in- | 


justice to the other Territories if I should permit | 


this discussion to continue. 
under consideration there is no way in which the 
discussion can be stopped. And then again I 
would feel that I had not done justice to my con- 
sutuents if | should permit this bill to pass with- 
out an opportunity of replying to the co of 
the gentleman from Kentucky, (Mr. H. Mar- 
SHALL. | 
ican speeches that can be made in five minutes, 
yet it would be unjust to the people whom I rep- 
resent if I did not notice it and put them right. 
1 want an opportunity of doing so; but if I were 
to do so now I vould be doing it at the expense 
of the other Territories of this country. ith 
a view, therefore, of giving them all an opportu- 
nity of having their business considered, I pro- 
pose that this bill be informally laid aside until 
after the business of the other Territories be taken 
up and disposed of. Then this bill will come up, 
and if we 

then have an opportunity of replying to the 
speech of my friend over the way, (Mr. ii. Mar- 


ave time it will es and | will | 


While this bill is | 


Although it was one of the best Amer- | 


Mr. GROW. 
suggestion, that [I think it a proper one. The 
next bill on the Calendar is one supplemental to 
the Kansas-Nebraska bill. I propose to lay it 
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aside informally also; for to-morrow the bill ad- 
| mitting Kansas asa State will come up, and, if | 


passed, will perhaps dispense with the necessity 
of this. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


this committee is now acting under the direct 
order of the House that this discussion should 
close at a certain time, and that the committee 
should come to a vote on this proposition, 

Mr. LANE. I have often seen this done; but 
I do not know what the rule of the House is. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee is acting, 
as the Chair understands, under the order of the 
House. 

Mr. LETCHER. The bill can be passed over 
by unanimous consent; and I suppose there will 
be no objection to it. 

Mr. GROW. 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. 
going to take long in the discussion. 

Mr. GROW. I have thought so all day. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. I think we had better 
go on regularly with the business. 

Mr. GROW. D 
Kentucky to allow the business to go over. 

Mr.H. MARSHALL. Iam notgoing to make 
an objection, if it be the will of the House. 

Mr. GROW. 
informally. 

There was no objection, and the bills in ques- 
tion were passed over informally. 
ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICTS IN 


SOTA. 

The bill next in order was House bill (No. 
185) to explain the act approved April 12, 1854, 
entitled ** An act to establish additional land dis- 
tricts in the Territory of Minnesota.”’ 

The bill was read: It enacts that the words 
‘“west of the Mississippi river,’? employed in 
the description in the first section of the act of 


MINNE- 


April 12, 1854, entitled ‘* An act to establish | 


additional land districts in the Territory of Min- 
nesota,’’ shall be construed so as to embrace all 


the islands lying west of the middle of the main | 


channel of said river, in the new districts created 
west of the same by said act. 


Mr. THORINGTON. 
nothing further. 


tion to its passage. I move that it be laid aside, 
and reported to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was so 
laid aside. 


ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICTS IN KANSAS. 


The bill next in order was a bill (H. R. No. | 


115) to establish two additional land districts in 


the Territory of Kansas. The bill was read. The || 
first section enacts that so much of the public | 


Let the two be passed over by | 


I do not think we are | 


The object of the bill | 
| is to define the jurisdiction of the district, and | 
The committee have reported | 
the bill unanimously, and there can be no objec- | 


lands of the United States, in the Territory of | 
Kansas, as lies within the following boundaries, | 
to wit: commencing on the bank of the Missouri 


river; thence running due west with the bound- 
ary line, between Kansas and Nebraska, to the 
east boundary of Utah; thence due south with 


said line to a point on said line opposite the | 


head waters of the Smoky Hill fork of Kansas 


river; thence due east to the waters of said river; | 
thence with the meanders of Kansas river to its | 
mouth; thence north, along the west bank of the 


Missouri river, to the beginning, shall be formed 
into a new land district, to be called the Delaware 
land district; and for the sale of the public lands 
within the district so constituted, a land office 
shall be established at such place within said 
district as the President may designate. 

The second section enacts that so much of the 
pubic lands of the United States as lies within 
the following boundaries, to wit: beginning at 
the southeast corner of the boundary of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas; thence due west to the eastern 
boundary of New Mexico; thence north with 
said line to thirty-eight degrees latitude; thence 
east in said parallel. to the head waters of the 


| 


A question of order is || 
| suggested to the mind of the Chair, namely: that 


| river to the western boundary of th 
I would say, in regard to that | 


|| and be entitled to the same compensation 











TS of said 
e State of 


—————————————— 
Meridezine; thence with the meande 


Missouri; thence south with said line 
beginning, shall be formed into a new land -. 
trict, to be called the Osage land district; and for 
| the sale of the public lands within the district 
constituted, a land office shall be established . 
such place as the President may direct. 
| The third section authorizes the Presiden, 
| to appoiit, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, a register and receiver of publi, 
| moneys for each of the said districts, who shall 
| have the same powers, perform the same duties 
: ; » as are 
| or may be prescribed by law in relation to Other 
| land officers of the United States; and provides 
| that this act take effect from and after its passage. 


to the 


at 


|| The cominittee reported back the bill, with ay 
‘| amendment in the nature of a substitute, as fo}. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 
i 


I appeal to the gentleman from || 


Then let both these bills go over | 


lows: 
Strike out all after the enacting clause, and insert: 
That all that part of the Pawnee land district, in tho 
| Territory of Kansas, created by the thirteenth section of the 
act approved 22d July, 1854, entitled “ An act to establish 
the offices of surveyor general of New Mexico, Kansas, and 
Nebraska, to grant donations to actual settlers therein, ang 
for other purposes,’? which is situated north of the noril 
or left banks of the Kansas river, and the Smoky Hill fork 
thereof, to its highest navigable point, and north of the 
nearest township line to said point, to be hereatter determ- 
ined by the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
continued west to the eastern boundary of Utah Territor 
| be, and the same is hereby, detached from the said Pawnee 
district, and shall constitute an additional district, to be 
called the Delaware land district; and al) that portion of 
said Pawnee district which is situated south of the nearest 
township line, to the thirty-eighth degree of north latitude, 
and which lies east of the Mexico Territory boundary line, 
or meridian of one hundred and third degree of west longi- 
| tude, shall constitute a new district, to be called the Osage 
| land district, the location of the offices for which shall be 


yy 


|| designated by the President of the United States, and shall 


by him, from time to time, be changed, as the public inter- 
ests may seem to require, 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be, 
and he is hereby, authorized, whenever the public interests 
shall require, to appiont, by and with the advice and con- 
sent of the Senate, or during the recess thereof, and until 
the end of the next session of Congress after such appoint- 
ment, a register and receiver for each or either of the dis- 
tricts hereby created, who shall respectively be required to 
reside at the site of their offices, have the same powers, 
responsibilities, and emoluments, and be subject to the 
same acts and penalties which are, or may be, prescribed 
by law in relation to other land officers of the United 
States. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President is 





|| hereby authorized to cause the public lands in the districts 


created by this act, with the exception of such as may have 
been or may be reserved for other purposes, to be exposed 
to sale in the same manner, and upon the same terms and 
conditions, as other public lands of the United States: 
Provided, That all sales and iocations made at the office 
of the old district of lands situated within the limits of the 
new districts, which shall be valid and right in other 
respects, up to the day on which the new offices shall go 
into operation, be, and the same are hereby, confirmed. 
Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That for the salaries 
of the land officers created by this act, and for expenses 
incidental to opening the new offices, the sum of four thou- 
sand dolla’s be, and the same is hereby, appropriated. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 move to 


amend by striking out the fourth section, which 


| is as follows: 


Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That for the salaries 
of the land officers created by this act, and for exp°nses 
incidental to opening the new offices, the sum of four thou- 
sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated. 

I move this amendment, to conform with the 
action of the committee yesterday upon a similar 
bill. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 
The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 


The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to 
the House, with a recommendation that it do 
pass, 


ADDITIONAL LAND OFFICES IN NEBRASKA. 


The next bill in order was House bill (No. 
212) to establish an additional land office in the 
Territory of Nebraska. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. COBB, of Alabama. Since that bill has 
been reported to the House, it has been found 
necessary to establish two additional land offi 





in Nebraska, instead of one; in view of wh 
fact the Commissioner of the General Land O1* 
has prepared a bill to be offered as a substit\:' 
for the one which has just been read. 1 presume 
that it will strike every meinber of the committee 
that two land offices are needed in that Territory; 
and I therefore move what I send to the Clerk’s 
desk as a substitute for the bill. 
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The substitute en that all that portion of 
the Territory of Nebraska, at present included 
in the Omaha district, which lies south and east 
of the southern shores or right banks of the Platte 
river and the main south fork thereof, shall consti- 
tutean additional land district in said Territory, to 


pe called the ** South Platte River Land District;’’ | 


«ud all that portion of said Omaha district which 
is situated north of the nearest township line 
approximating to the southernmost boundary of 
the Omaha reserve, to be hereafter determined by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
extended from the Missouri river west, shall con- 
stitute an additional land district to be called the 
«‘Dakotah Land District,’’ the location for the 
ofice for each of which shall be designated by the 
President of the United States, and shall by him, 
from time to time, be changed as the public inter- 
ests may seem to require. 

The second section provides that the President 
be authorized to appoint, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, or during the recess 
thereof, and until the end of the next session of 
Congress after such appointment, a regisier and 
a receiver for each of the land districts so created, 
who shall be required to reside at the site of their 
office, have the same powers, responsibilities, 
and emoluments, and be subject to the same acts 
and penalties, which are or may be prescribed by 
law in relation to other land officers of the United 
States. 

The third section provides that the President 
be authorized to cause the public lands in said 
districts, with the exception of such as may have 
been or may be reserved for other purposes, to 
be exposed to sale in the same manner and upon 
the same terms and conditions as other public 
lands of the United States: Provided, That all 
sales and locations made at Omaha City, of lands 
situated within the limits of the new district here- 





by created, which shall be valid and right in other | 


respects, up to the day on which the new offices 
shall respectively go into operation, be confirmed. 

The fourth section provides that, for the sala- 
ries of the land officers created by this act, and 
for expenses incidental to opening the new offices, 
the sum of $4,000 be appropriated. 

Mr. COB8. As an amendment to the amend- 
ment, I move to strike out the fourth section of 
the amendment. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
to the amendment was agreed to. The amend- 
ment was then adopted. 

On motion of Mr. GROW, the bill, as amend- 
ed, was laid aside, to be reported to the House, 
with a recommendation that it do pass. 


NEBRASKA PENITENTIARY. 


Mr. GROW. I move that the committee pro- 
ceed to the consideration of the bill (H. R. No. 
415) to make an appropriation for the construc- 


tion ofa penitentiary inthe Territory of Nebraska. | 
That is not the next bill | 


The CHAIRMAN. 
on the Calendar. 

Mr. GROW. I presume there will be no ob- 
jection to my proposition. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 

reed to. 


Mr. LETCHER. Mr. Chairman, this busi- |) 
ness of making appropriations for the erection of || 


public buildings in the Territories is a thing of 
comparatively very recent growth, but it is run- 
ning now to a very alarming extent. 


facts as shown by the public documents; and, if 
a? put a stop to appropriations of this 


tind. 


have been made for the Territories of the United 
States, in their legislative, executive, and judicial 
capacities, in one column; the appropriations 
made for public buildings, in a second column; 


and the appropriations made for military and | 


other roads within the limits of the Territories, 
ina third column. I desire to call attention to 
the time at which the appropriations for public 
roads and buildings were introduced into these 
territorial bills, and also to the annual expendi- 
ture, as ascertained by this report, to demonstrate 


how enormously large these appropriations have | 
grown within the last ten or fifteen years of our | 


existence. Tt 
Ohio remained in a territorial condition fifteen 
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\| premente the appropriations for executive, legis- 


It seems to | 
me that it is time the House should look to the || 


I have a table before me, prepared by the 
Secretary of State, in answer to a resolution of 
this House, showing the appropriations which | 





ative, and judicial purposes, during that entire 
time, amounted to $66,000. Nothing was appro- 
priated for public buildings,and nothing appropri- 
ated for public roads. The next Territory on the 
list is Tennessee. She remained in a territorial 
condition from May 26, 1790, to June 1, 1796; 
and she received $22,000 for legislative, executive, 
and judicial purposes; nothing for roads, and 
nothing for public buildings. The next is the 
Territory of Mississippi. She remained in a ter- 
ritorial condition for a period of nineteen years, 
and the appropriations for executive, legislative, 
and judicial purposes, during that whole period, 
were $148,399 53. There was no appropriation 
for the erection of public buildings; but then, for 
the first time in the history of Territories, com- 
menced appropriations for the construction of 
roads. There was an appropriation of $10,000 
for that purpose. ' 

Indiana was the next. She remained in a ter- 
ritorial condition sixteen years. The appropri- 
ations for legislative, executive, and judicial pur- 
poses, amounted to $117,750. There was nothing 
for the erection of public buildings; and but 
$6,000 for the construction of roads. The Ter- 
ritory of Louisiana was next; $152,298 were 
appropriated to her for legislative, executive, and 
judicial purposes; nothing for public buildings; 
and $6,400 for roads. Thencomes the Territory 
|, of Michigan. The appropriations for the legis- 

lative, executive, and judicial purposes for that 
Territory amounted to $352,703 59; nothing for 
the erection of public buildings; and the appro- 
priations for the construction of roads run up to 
| $235,510. The territorial existence of that Ter- 
ritory was for a period of thirty-two years—a 
longer period by far than any of the others. The 
Territory of Missouri had $113,700 appropriated 
for legislative, executive, and judicial purposes; 
nothing for the erection of public buildings, and 
nothing for the construction of roads. Illinois 
had $69,500 for the first-named purposes; nothing 
for public buildings, and $8,000 for the construc- 
tionof roads. Alabama had $14,433, with $10,000 
for roads. Florida, which remained in a territo- 
rial condition for twenty-two years, received 
$665,436 55, for executive, legislative, and judicial 
purposes; $172,613 for roads, and $20,000 for the 
erection of public buildings. ‘This was the first 
instance in which an appropriation for the erec- 
tion of public buildings in a Territory was made 
by Congress. Since that, such appropriations 
have been made, down to the present time; and 
they have grown with an astonishing and alarm- 
|, ing rapidity. Wisconsin received for public 
buildings the sum of $40,000, twice the amount 
appropriated to Florida. Besides that, she received 
$72,000 for roads, and $347,473 for legislative, 
executive, and judicial purposes, although her 
territorial existence was only for a period of 
twelve years. Lowa received $284,908 for exec- 
utive, legislative, aad judicial purposes; $60,500 
for roads; and $15,000 for public buildings— 
$5,000 less than Florida, and $35,000 less than 
|| Wisconsin. : 

Well now, we come to the present Territories. 
Here is the ‘Territory of Oregon. It was organ- 
ized on the 14th of August, 1848. It has received 
for executive, legislative and judicial purposes, 
in the short perion of eight years, $249,582 69; 
|| for public buildings, $112,000; and $90,000 for 

ublic roads! Then comes Minnesota, organ- 
ized on the 3d of March, 1849. It has received 
$204,650 for executive, legislat:ve, and judicial 
| purposes; $76,500 for public buildings; and 
$150,000 for public roads. 

Mr. RICE. That is too little. 

Mr. LETCHER. They have received double 
as much as any other Territory with three times 
| the length of territorial existence, and yet the 
gentleman says it is too little. 

Mr. RICE. That isless than we have received. 

Mr. LETCHER. Well, how much have you 
received ? 

Mr. RICE. About $200,000. 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 thank the gentleman for 
the correction. ‘The Secretary of State says that 
they have received $150,000. The gentleman 
says they have received $200,000. Next comes 


quite six years ago. This Territory has received 
$199,159 16 for executive, legislative, and judicial 
| purposes; $93,000 for public buildings; and 


Utah, organized September 9, 1850. That is not , 
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$25,000 for roads. New Mexico, organized on 
the same day, has received $203,395 for execu- 
tive, legislative, and judicial purposes; $40,000 
for public buildings; and $32,000 for roads. 
Washington, organized March 2, 1853, three 
years ago, has received $76,500 for executive, 
legislative, and judicial purposes; $5,000 for pub- 
lic buildings, and $55,000 for roads. Kansas was 
organized on the 30th of May, 1854, two years 
ago, and has received $70,200 for executive, 
legislative,and judicial purposes; $25,000 for pub- 
lic buildings; and $300,000 for roads. 


Mr. DUNN. They have received $25,000 
more for public buildings. 
Mr. LETCHER. Well, then, $50,000 for 


public buildings in two years. Nebraska was 
organized at the same time, and has received 
$72,125 for executive, legislative, and judicial 
purposes; $50,000 for public buildings; and 
$80,000 fur roads 

Now, I desire to compare the expenditures in 
the early years of this Government for these ter- 
ritorial purposes and those of later days. Here 
is the Territory of Ohio, that existed as a Ter- 
ritory fora period of fifteen years, and the whole 
amount of the appropriation, for all purposes 
required, was $66,000, for that period of fifteen 
years—a little over four thousand dollars per 
annum. Now, take Nebraska Territory, which 
has existed for two years, and has received 
$36,250 a year for legislative purposes, $25,000 
a year for public buildings, and $40,000 a year 
for public roads! ! 

Now, sir, take another case. Take the case 
of Indiana. TIler territorial existence continued 
from the 4th of July, 1800, until the Ilth of 
December, 1816, a period of over sixteen years; 
and she received for legislative purposes $117,750, 
with not one cent for public buildings, and only 
$6,000 for public ae The Territory of Ih- 
nois, which had a territorial existence for nine 
years, received $69,500 for the first-named pur- 
poses, and $8,000 for public roads. That is about 
seven thousand dollars a year for sustaining the 
Territory of Illinois during her territorial exist- 
ence; while ittakes $36,000a year now to manage 
the legislative, executive, and judicial purposes 
of a Territory in 1856, with almost the same 
amount for public buildings, and an amount far 
larger for public roads. I ask, then, if it is not 
time that this matter should be looked into? I 
ask the House if they are going on quietly, and 
without investigation, to expend whatever is de- 
manded, without any regard to the early practice 
of the Government in connection with the Terri- 
tories? Why, sir, if a territorial government 
could be managed for fifteen years, in the earlier 
and better days of the Government, for an appro- 
priation of $4,000 per annum, is it not—even 
taking into consideration the increased cost of 
living, the extravagance of the present day, and 
every other consideration likely to operate—is it 
not, I ask, out of all sort of proportion, when it 
costs fifteen times that amount to sustain a Terri- 
tory now? 

What sort of right or justice is there in the 
Congress of the United States taking money out 
of the public Treasury for the purpose of erecting 
public buildings in those Territories, which are 
filling up rapidly every day, and which, in a period 
of some eight or ten years from the time of their 
territorial organization, will be asking for admis- 
sion into the Union as States? Is there any right 
—is there any consideration of justice, that can 
require, at the hands of this House, an appropri- 
ation of money for that purpose? Why 1s it that 
the*Territory of Ohio, that the Territory of Ten- 
nessee, that the Territory of Missouri, all existed 
ina territorial condition without the appropriation 
of one cent by Congress for the purpose of build- 
ing roads and erecting public buildings within 
their limits? If they could get along then, as 
Territories, without an expenditure of this sort, 
why is it that, at the presentday, the Territories 
now organized cannot get alongin the same way 
without appropriations of these immense amounts 


for roads and public buildings ? 


But, sir, so far as roads are concerned, it all 
comes in under the head of appropriations for 


‘* military roads.’’ The great doctrine of our pro- 


gressive age is, that the Government can make 
military roads in the Territories, but cannot make 
a foot of military road across the States to enable 
us to get to the Torritariea 
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I call the attention of the House to these facts. 
I trust that members will give to them that con- 
sideration to which they are entitled, and that 
gentlemen will reflect whether or not they ought 
to vote these immense amounts of the money of 
their constituents for the benefit of the Territo- 
ries and their inhabitants. 

ut in addition to all this, I call attention to 
the third clause of the seventh section of the bill 
which was up this morning, for the purpose of 
organizing a State government for the Territory 
of Oregon, which undertakes to donate to that 
Territory an immense amount of public lands— 
what their value may be I donot know—for the 
purpose of completing the public buildings in 
that Territory. Thus we are to vote them $112,000 
in money first, and then lands, which are, after 


all, but the representatives of the public money | 


of the country. [again appeal to the members 
of this House to look into this matter, and decide 
whether they will check this thing now, or allow 
it to go on to an indefinite extent ? 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I desire to offer the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike out allafter the enacting clause and insert: 

That the sum of $30,000 each be, and the same is hereby, 
appropriated out of any money in the Treasury not other 
Wise appropriated, to be expended under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior for the erection of a peniten 
tiary atthe capitals of Kansas and Nebraska ‘Territories : 
Provided, The penitentiaries aforesaid shall be built and 
completed, including cost of sites, for the suns herein ap 
propriated. 


I do not desire to detain the House a moment. 
I understand thatit has been the custom of Con- 
gress to appropriate certain amounts of money 
for the purpose of building a penitentiary in each 
Territory. I believe that this House will do the 
same justice to the Territory of Kansas, as it 
will to the other Territories of this Government. 
I have been absent, as is known to most gentle- 
men here, and on account of my absence I had 
not the opportunity of introducing a bill for the 
same purpose as that introduced by the Delegate 
from Nebraska. I hope there will be no objec- 
tion to extending the same liberality towards 
Kansas as towards Nebraska. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I should like to 
inquire of the chairman of the Committee on Ter- 
ritories why he includes in the appropriation the 
cost of sites? Does not all the land in the Ter- 
ritories belong to the Government? 
Government ever sold one foot of it? And if it 
has not sold it, of course it cannot buy it from 
anybody. 

Mr. GROW. I suppose that the use of the 
word ‘site’? does nothurtit at all. Itis used so 
as to prevent the asking any further appropria- 
tion on account of the penitentiary. 

Mr. JONES. We know the facility of evading 
such a proposition as that. They may commence 
a penitentiary on such a site as to cost two or 
three hundred thousand dollars, giving $20,000 
for a site perhaps, and then come back and ask 
for a further appropriation. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. Under the act of 1854, 
organizing Kansas and Nebraska, various town 
sites were laid out; and lots have been sold and 
become vested rights. It may be that the com- 
missioners to locate the penitentiary may desire 
to select certain town lots belonging to individ- 
uals, and may want to buy some of those lots. 
But gentlemen need not apprehend that there is 
any danger of $20,000 being paid for a site for a 
penitentiary. I[t is true that you may go upon 
Government lands and find a site; but yet, a pen- 
itentiary should be located within some town site 
where-—— 

Mr. JONES. Well, I suppose that there are 
oublic lands at least contiguous to every town in 
gone and Nebraska, which are not taken up 
by preémption. Now I am one of those who 
cannot see the propriety of taking the money 
from the Treasury of the United States and 
making either capitols to lgislate in, or peniten- 
tiaries to secure and punish criminals in, in the 
Territories. They can get along there while in 
the territorial condition, | should think, as the 
government is temporary, with temporary build- 
ings; and when they become States, or before 
they become States, if they require these build- 
ings, they have the taxing power. This thing 


of a penitentiary is certainly a domestic institu- 


tion of the ‘Territory, and they should, I think, 
m the exercise of their rights and powers, levy 


Has the | 


the Delegate from Kansas. 
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cannot subscribe to this doctrine of taking the 
money of all the people of the country, and ap- 
propriating it to the exclusive benefit of a few 
people in a Territory. I am opposed to the 
whole system of erecting public buildings in the 
Territories, 

Mr. GROW. I certainly have no objection to 
dispensing with the use of the word ‘* site’’ in 
this bill, but [ cannot see the force of the gentle- 
man’s objection to it. Preémption rights are, of 
course, rightsas validasany other. Evenalthough 


the Government may not have sold any of the | 


lands, it has fixed its preémptions. We want to 
prevent them from coming here and asking us to 
appropriate for the purchase of a site for the 
building. We intend that no other appropriation 
will be made by Congress for this purpose. If 
the gentleman from Tennessee desires to have 
the word ‘‘site’’ stricken out, we certainly have 
no objection, 

Now, a word in relation to the amendment of 
The reason why we 
did not report a bill for the erection of a peniten- 
tiary in Kansas is this: The Committee on Ter- 
ritories believed that 
which Kansas was entitled was to admit her as 
a State. They believed that we should let her 
people govern themselves, build their own jails 


the measure of relief to | 


and court-houses, and take care of their own do- | 


mestic affairs. 
to build a penitentiary in Kansas. 
down for to-morrow to admit her asa State, and 
after to-morrow we shall know whether she is to 
be admitted as a State or not. I, therefore, am 
opposed to the amendment of the Delegate from 
Kansas, If the billadmitting her asa State pass, 


then it will be unnecessary to adopt this amend- | 


ment. 1 would propose, however, to amend the 


We, therefore, did not propose | 
A bill is set | 


bill by inserting, after the word ‘ penitentiary,” | 


the words, ‘‘ at such place as shall be designated 
by the Legislature of the Territory at their next 
session.’”’ 

The CHAIRMAN. There is an amendment 
to an amendment pending. 


Mr. WHITFIELD. 


I hope the chairman of | 


the Committee on Territories will not be so illib- | 
eral as to try to exclude the Territory of Kansas. 
Even although you will admit her to be a State 


to-morrow, are you not disposed to be as liberal 
towards heras towards any other Territory ? She 
is nota State now, and under the constitution 
under which you propose to admit her, it would 


| be partial and illiberal if you were to refuse to 


| building her penitentiary. 


erect her penitentiary. J ask you, in the name 
and leave her standing differently from the 
other Territories, under the tutelage of this Gov- 
ernment. Although she may be admitted to- 
morrow under the bill before the House, she is 
entitled to an appropriation for the purpose of 
Now, I admit that 
they are a quiet, peaceable people out there, and, 
perhaps, there may be no need of a penitentiary; 


| still, itis our right, and as it is our right, and as 
you have given it to alf other Territories, I hope | 


you will not be less liberal to Kansas than to all 


other Territories. 


Mr. WALKER. I have examined the original 
bill, and the amendment proposed by the Delegate 
from Kansas; and, while | am disposed to second 


| his wishes so far as to secure an appropriation 
for the Territory of Kansas, I would respectfully | 
suggest to him an alteration of his amendment. 


It strikes me that the grammatical structure of 


his amendment is such as to, perhaps, defeat the | 


object he has in view. 


I think that, if the bill 


were amended as he proposes, it might give rise | 


to some difficulty in construction. If I remember 


rightly, he uses the word ** each’’ in an improper | 


lace; and, for the purpose of putting that mater 


veyond question, I would ask him to accept this | 


in lieu of his amendment: 


Sec. 2. 


Be it further enacted, That the sum of $30,000 | 
be, and the same is hereby, appropriated to build a peniten- | 


tiary in the Territory of Kansas, under the same conditions | 


as are contained in the provisoes of the first section of this 
act. 


[ think the committee will, on examining the | 


amendment of the Delegate from Kansas, find 


that it end has this grammatical objection; | 


and I think that, when you legislate on these 
matters, you had better be careful to avoid any 
objection on that ground. 


Mr. WHITFIELD. 


I have no objection to 


— 


| the tax and erect their own penitentiaries. I || 








the amendment of my friend from Alabama, I 


| am willing to accept it in lieu of the one I offe 


| amendment. 


Mr. STEPHENS called for tellers oy a 


the 


7 7 
Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Nicnots 


_and Topp were appointed. 


The question was taken; and the tellers Fe. 
ported—ayes 44, noes 70; no quorum voting, 
[Cries of ** Call the roll!’?] 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move that the committee 
do now rise. , 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The count just 
taken shows that no quorum has voted. [| gy}. 
mit, therefore, that the Chair cannot entertain the 
motion that the committee rise. The rule is im. 
perative that the roll shall be called. 

Mr. NICHOLS. No quorum voted, but it js 
very evident that there is a quorum in the Hall, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. That makes no 
difference. 

Mr. STEPHENS. [I ask that the rule be read. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

«© Whenever the Committee of the Whole on the state of 


| the Union, or the Committee of the Whole House, finds 


itself without a quorum the Chairman shall cause the rol] of 
the House to be called, and thereupon the committee shajj 
rise, and the Chairman shall report the names of the ab. 
sentees, which shall be entered on the Journal.’ 


Mr. STEPHENS. That rule, I submit, only 
directs the proceedings in committee, in case the 
committee continues in session; but did not super- 


| sede the great parliamentary right of the commit- 


tee to rise at any time. The rule prescribes the 
duty of the committee, when the committee does 
not rise, to have the roll of the House called,and 
the names of the absentees entered on the Journal; 
but does not interfere with the great parliamentary 
right to move at any time that the committee rise, 
Mr. JONES. That rule was adopted for the 
purpose of securing a quorum of members when 
the House is in committee, and in order that, if 
they would not remain here, their names might 
be reported to the House, and entered on the Jour- 
nal. If we are to evade the rule by moving to 
rise whenever we ascertain that there is not a 
quorum, the rule had better be stricken out. 
Mr. STEPHENS. The rule applies when the 
committee refuses to rise. Then they are to call 
the roll, and have the names entered on the Jour- 
nal. Ifthe majority desire to rise, it is their right 
to do so, and the rule does not contravene that 
great parliamentary right. A motion to adjourn 
is always in order; and a motion to rise is equiv- 


alent to a motion to adjourn. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is advised that 


‘ e | the practice of the committee is different from that 
of God, do not be disposed to cut off Kansas, || 


| of the Chair. 
| the committee. 


suggested by the gentleman from Georgia; and it 
is disposed to adhere to that practice. Therefore, 
the Chair decides that there must be a call of the 
roll. 
Mr.STEPHENS. [appeal from the decision 
I put this case to the Chair and to 
Suppose the committee finds 
itself without a quorum: the roll is called—there 


| is still no quorum; must the roll be again called? 








The Chair decides that, when there is no quorum, 
the committee cannot rise; and under that decis- 
= a minority could keep the House here all 
night. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from 
Georgia moves that the committee rise. The 
Chair decides the motion out of order, for the 
reason that, there not being a quorum present on 
the last vote, the roll must be called. rom that 
decision the gentleman from Georgia appeals 
The question is, Shall the decision of the Chair 
stand as the judgment of the committee ? 

Mr. McMULLIN. Can less than a quorum 
decide on a question of order? 

The CHAIRMAN. It can be ascertained 
whether or not a quorum is present, by taking 
the question by tellers. 

Mr. FLAGLER. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bari and 
FLORENCE were appointed. 

Mr. SMITH. Can anything be done except 
to call the roll ? c 

Mr. FLORENCE. It is possible that there is 
a quorum present, and a vote by tellers will de- 
termine the fact. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes 102, noes 35. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. STEPHENS moved that the committee 
re; which motion was agreed to. 
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So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 
wsumed the chair, Mr. Lerrer reported that the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union had, according to order, had the state of 
the Union generally under consideration, and 
particularly several bills of a territorial character, 
aod had directed him to report the same back, 
some with and some without amendments. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
‘ion of order. When the committee was in ses- 
sion it found itself without a quorum; and being 
in that condition, I hold thatit could not instruct 
the Chairman to make the report which he has 
made. 

Mr.CLINGMAN. The House cannot know | 
what occurred in the committee, except by the 
report. 

‘The SPEAKER. It is impossible for the Chair | 
to know what has occurred in the committee. 

Mr. JONES. I ask the Chairman to state 
whether the committee did not find itself without | 
a quorum, and whether the roll was called ? 

‘The SPEAKER. The factsalluded to are not 
within the knowledge of the Chair; and no 
question of order can be based on them. 


LAND DISTRICTS IN MINNESOTA. 


The House proceeded to consider House bill | 
(No. 185) toexplain the act approved 12th April, 
1854, entitled ‘‘An act to establish additional 


land districts in the Territory of Minnesota,”’ || 


reported from the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, without amendment. 

Mr. GROW demanded the previous question. 

Mr. WALKER (at three o’clock and forty 
minutes) moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 


The previous question was seconded; and the || 


main question was ordered to be put. 
The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and 

read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 

accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


LAND DISTRICTS IN KANSAS. 


The House next proceeded to consider House 
bill (No. 115) to establish two additional land 
districts in the Territory of Kansas, reported 


from the Committee of the Whole on the state |) 


of the Union, with an amendment in the nature | 
of a substitute. 
The question being on agreeing to the substi- 
tute, 
Mr. GROW demanded the previous question. | 
The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 
Mr. RENNETT, of New York, moved that 
the bill Jie upon the table. 


Mr. WALBRIDGE demanded the yeas and || 


nays. 
Mr. BENNETT. 
for the present, 
And then, on motion of Mr. MATTESON, (at 
three o’clock and forty-five minutes,) the House | 
adjourned until to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. | 


I will withdraw the motion 


| 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, June 24, 1856. 


Prayer by Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 





The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the | 
Senate a message from the President of the Uni- 
ted States, communicating a letter, of the 26th | 
instant, from the Secretary of the Interior, and | 
accompanying papers, relative to a conflict of | 
jurisdiction between the Federal and Cherokee 
courts, and the inadequacy of protection against 
the intrusion of improper persons into the Cher- | 
okee country; which was read, and, on motion of | 
Mr. Sepastian, referred to the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs. 

He also laid before the Senate a message from | 
the President of the United States, communica- | 
ting a letter from the Secretary of the Interior, | 
and accompanying papers, respecting the sum of | 
$16,024 80, now in the hands of the agent of the 
Choctaw Indians, being a balance remaining from 
the sales of the Choctaw orphan reservations, | 
under the 19th article of the treaty of 1830; which 
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| the President of the United States, transmitting 
| a report from the Secretary of State, with accom- 
| panying documents, in answer to a resolution of 
the Senate of the 16th instant, requesting the 
President to communicate to the Senate a copy 
| of the instructions sent by this Government to 
| Mr. Buchanan, late Minister to England, on the 


|| subject of free ships making free goods, and Mr. 


juchanan’s letter to Lord Clarendon on the same 

subject; which was read, and, on motion of Mr. 
Brown, ordered to lie on the table and be 
| printed. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


Ordered, That William A. Richardson have leave to 
withdraw his petition and papers. 


Mr. BROWN. 
tain papers presented by Mr. Soulé, formerly a 
member of this body, in 1852. They are the 


for the purpose of being presented to the Mexi- 
can Government. 
Leave was granted. 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that the 


|| Speaker had signed the following enrolled bills; 
which thereupon received the signature of the | 


| President pro tempore of the Senate: 
An act to revive and continue in force the pro- 
| visions of the act of 1853, relative to suspended 
entries of the public lands, and of the act of 1846, 
in relation to suspended preémption land claims; 
An act for the relief of the heirs of Colonel 
Charles Simms, late collector of the port of Alex- 
andria; and 
An act changing the time of holding the dis- 


| trict court of the United States at Wytheville, in 


the western district of Virginia. 
COURT OF CLAIMS. 
Mr. BRODHEAD. 


I have a communication 


the Court of Claims, which is addressed to the 
Senate and House of Representatives, setting 
forth the manner in whieh the court has con- 
strued the jurisdiction conferred upon it, the 


nature and character of the business before it, | 


and the necessity for aid to the Solicitor in order 
to enable him properly to represent, in the nu- 


the Government. The Court represents that al- 
| though the present Solicitor has performed his 
duties with great ability and fidelity, it is utterly 
impossible for him to prepare cases on the part 
of the Government, in answer to the many later 
yers who plead at the barof that tribunal. The 


| communication also states the difficulties which | 
|| the court has been obliged to encounter, in put- 
|| ting in motion this new department of the Gov- 


ernment. 


It concludes by setting forth that the court 
will send to Congress during, and before the ad- | 
journment of, the present session, one hundred | 


| and twenty-five cases; that they have examined 


| and ordered testimony to be taken in two hun- | 


dred cases; and that they have drawn one hun- 
dred elaborate opinions on questions of law. I 
move that this communication be laid on the table, 
and printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. JOHNSON presented the petition of | 
Frederick Koones, for himself and the clerks and | 


messenger in the office of the Navy Agent at 
Washington, praying to be allowed the twenty 
per cent. on their pay, which was allowed to other 
employés of the Government at Washington; 
which was referred to the Committee on Re- 
trenchment. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Committee on Indian Affairs, that they be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the 

tition of Ziba T. Peters, delegate of the Stock- 
Sides and Munsee tribes of Indians, on the 
ground that the appropriation for which he asks 





was read, and, on motion of Mr. Sespasttan, re- || will be made, as a matter of course, in the annual 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. | Indian appropriation bill. 


He also laid before the Senate a message from 


The motion was agreed to. 
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On motion of Mr. BELL, of Tennessee, it was 


T ask leave to withdraw cer- | 


papers of Mrs. Eleonore Meoton, widow of | 
Auguste Douee. I move that they be withdrawn | 


sent by Judge Gilchrist, the presiding judge of || 


merous cases before that court, the interests of | 


Mr. SEBASTIAN moved, on behalf of the | 


a 1e6k 


PLATTSBURG LAND DISTRICT. 


Mr. STUART. The Committee on Public 
Lands, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No 
409) granting to certain citizens of the State of 
Missouri the right to enter certain lands in the 
Plattsburg district in said State, have had the 
same under consideration, and have instructed 
me to report it back without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. As this bill relates to a 
subject which has been for some ten or a dozen 
years suspended in the State of Missouri without 
any fault of the purchasers of those lands, and 
as the bill simply provides that they shall have 
the right to purchase the lands at a Government 
price, thereby quieting their titles, I ask, at the 
request of the gentleman representing that State, 
that the Senate will consider the bill now. I 
have a very full communication from the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, giving the 
history of the case, and recommending the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

| ‘The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to 
consider the bill. 

The State of Missouri, under the provisions of 
the eighth section of the act of Congress of the 
4th September, 1841, selected certain lands in the 
Plattsburg district, which were thereupon with- 
held from sale by the United States; the State 
permitted entries of them to be made at the State 
land office; but the selections of the State were 
subsequently rejected. In view of these facts, 
the bill provides that in all cases where persons 
yurchased such lands from the State of Missouri, 
cs entry at the State land office, if the title be 
still in the United States, they, or their assignees, 

|| shall be permitted to enter them atthe proper 
| land office of the United States, at the price of 
| $1 25 per acre. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 

|| third time, and passed. 


OLIVER M. WOZENCRAFT. 


Mr. SEBASTIAN. I ask leave to report back 
from the Committee on Indian Affairs the joint 
resolution (No. 8) from the House of Repre- 
| sentatives, which was referred to that committee. 
It is a joint resolution authorizing the Secretar 
of the Caines to settle the accounts of Oliver M, 
Wozencraft. The committee recommend the 
passage of the resolution; and inasmuch as it is 
a small matter and has received the concurrent 
testimony of a report from the committees of both 
Houses, and embraces no disputed facts or ques- 
tions of law, I ask for the present consideration 
of the joint resolution. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
as in Committee of the Whole to consider the 
joint resolution, which proposes to direct the 
Secretary of the Interior to audit and settle, upon 
|| just and equitable principles, the accounts of O, 
| M. Wozencraft, late commissioner and Indian 
agent for California, for actual disbursements 
_made by him. For this purpose, it appropriates 
$7,000; but the resolution includes no contracts 

entered into by Wozencraft, or drafts drawn by 
him, on which individuals now base claims 
against the United States. 
The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- 
ate without amendment, ordered to a third read- 
| ing, read the third time, and passed. 


CHARLES P. BABCOCK. 
|| Mr. SEBASTIAN. Iam also instructed by 


|| the Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. No. 134) authorizing the 
| settlement of the accounts of Charles P. Babeock, 
|| late Indian agent at Detroit, in the State of Mich- 
|| igan, to report it back without amendment, with 
/a recommendation that it pass; and as it is fora 
very small amount—only afew hundred dollars— 

| I ask the Senate to consider it at this time. 
There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
|| as in Committee of the Whole to consider the 
bill, which provides for the adjustment of Mr, 
|| Babeock’s account, and declares that in that ad- 
|| justment certain vouchers, heretofore presented 
| by him, and now on file, for expenses incurred 
for premiums paid in exchanging and collecting 
| drafts, and also one quarter’s salary for his own 
services, shall be allowed and paid. Any bal- 
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| ance thus found due to him is to be first applied 


| in liquidation of his indebtedness to the United 
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States, if any there shall be, and the remainder | whaler, with instructions to return home, and at 


only is to be paid to him, not exceeding $457 22. 
The bil] was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the | 


third time, and passed. 
BRITISH SHIP RESOLUTE. 


Mr. MASON. In pursuance of a notice given 
yesterday, | now ask leave to introduce a joint 
resolution (S. R. No. 22) authorizing the purchase 


and restoration to the British Government of the | 


ship Resolute, late of the British navy. I ask 
that the resolution may be read at large, as that 


will disclose its obj et; and then, unless some | 


Senator objects, I shall ask for its consideration 
at this ume. 

The joint resolution was read a first time, and 
ordered to a second reading. Its preamble re- 
cites that it has become known to Congress that 
the ship Resolute, late of the navy of her Ma- 
jesty the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland, on 
service in the Arctic seas, in search of Sir John 
Franklin and the survivors of the expedition 
under his command, was rescued and recovered 
in those seas by the officers and crew of the 
American whaling ship the George Henry, after 
the Resolute had been necessarily abandoned in 
the ice by her officers and crew, and after drifting 
im the ice for more than one thousand miles from 
the place where she was abandoned; and that she 
has been brought to the United States by the sal- 
vors at great risk and peril, and has been gener- 
ously relinquished to them by her Majesty’s 
Government. In token of the deep interest felt 
in the United States for the service in which this 
ship was engaged, and of the sense entertained 
by Congress of the act of her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment in surrendering it to the salvors, the reso- 
Jution requests the President of the United States 
to cause the ship, with all her armaments and 
equipments, and the property on board when she 
arrived in the United States, to be purchased of 
her present owners, and to be fully repaired and 
equipped at one of the navy-yards of the United 
States, and then sent back to England under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Navy, with a 
request to her Majesty’s Government that the 
United States may be allowed to restore the ship. 
For the purchase of the ship and her appurte- | 
nances, it is proposed to appropriate $40,000, or 
so much of that sum as may be required. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, there was an 
informal conversation between the honorable 
Senator from Connecticut{Mr. Foster] and my- 
self, a few days since, when he proposed that a 
register should be issued for this vessel, in order 
to make her an Americanship. In the course of 
that conversation, that honorable Senator was 
good enough to withdraw his proposition in 
order that [might introduce this, which meets 
his concurrence, authorizing the purchase of that 
ship by the Government of the United States, 
with a view to restore her to the Government of 
England, ‘The history connected with her is 
known doubtless to the Senate, and I will refer 
io itina very few words. 

The ship Resolute was a part of the British 
nuvy—one of the naval ships of the Queen of Eng- | 
land. She was sent on an expedition to the Arctic 
seas in the year 1852, witha view to make further 
explorations in search of that great and distin- 
guished navigator, Sir John Franklin. On her 
arrival there, it seems (as sbips are likely to be 
in those seas) she was ees in the ice, 
and remained so for a period of nearly two years. 
The officers and crew from necessity abandoned 
her, as ships were abandoned by our navigator, 
Dr. Kane. She was abandoned in Barrow’s | 
Straits—I think in the spring of 1854—when 
one of our whalemen from Connecticut, com- 
manding the whaler George Henry, who had 
but barely commenced his whaling voyage in | 
those seas, discovered her still in the ice, but in 
floating ice, and it appears now at a distance of 
some twelve hundred miles from the place where 
she had been abandoned sixteen months before. 
‘The captain of the whaleman, in the exercise of 
his discretion, and in justice to his crew and to 
the owners of his vessel, thought it best, as the 
ship was found in a state of perfect preservation, 
although so long abandoned, to discontinue his 
voyage in order to act as salvor of that ship. 
He divided his crew, put ten men on board the 
rescued ship, leaving fifteen only on board the 





great peril and risk he breught the British ship 
to New London last fall. 


It occurred to me at || 


the time, (and I feel myself authorized to say || and it is, that I accord entirely with the 


such was the opinion of the Executive Govern- 
ment,) that that proper national courtesy which 
should be cxtcided from our country to Great 
Britain required that we should interpose by 
paying the salvage justly due to the salvors of 
the ship—she remaining then a British ship, as 
she would have been—so as to have enabled this 
Government to return her to England. But her 
Majesty’s Government, with a degree of high 
generosity, has relinquished all claim of the Brit- 
ish Government to the salvors, whereby she has 
become their absolute property. 

In that condition the honorable Senator from 
Connecticut proposed that a register should be 
issued to make her an American ship. As I 
have said, with his entire approbation and con- 
currence I offer, in lieu of that Preperoces the 
joint resolution which has been read, and which 


| gives authority to the President to purchase the 


| buy her at less than a fair price. 


| which, of course, the Government would wish to retain. 


} 


| great value to the British 


| merchant ship. 


ship, with all the property, public or private, that 
was on board of her at the time when she was 
brought into port by the salvors, to have her 
properly equipped and refitted at one of our navy- 
yards, and to send her in naval charge back to 
England, with a request on the part of this Gov- 
ernment that she may be restored to her Majesty’s 
service. 

In inquiring into the proper price to be paid for 
the ship, which I did, also, through the kind in- 
strumentality of the honorable Senator from 
Connecticut, we have obtained a letter from the 
owner, which shows, in my judgment, satisfac- 
torily, that the price at which she is offered is not 
the value of the ship, in fact; although, probably, 
as fulla price as could be obtained for her asa 
Sut it does not carry with it that 
which, if I were at liberty, | confess, as a Senator, 
I should be very willing to provide for—remuner- 
ation to these men for the losses they have sus- 
tained in rescuing this ship of a foreign Govern- 
ment, and bringing her safely into port. The 
resolution contains only an appropriation sufli- 
cient to pay for the actual market value of the 
ship, in her present condition. ‘The owners,in a 
letter to the Senator from Connecticut, say: 

New Lonpon, June 11, 1856. 

Dear Sir: . % 7 We do not expect to obtain 
for her anything like her original cost, which you are aware, 
perhaps, was very great. Our only expectation has been, 
to get for her asum approaching her cost to us. Captain 
Buddington, on boarding the Resolute, thought it best, for 


make her recovery his first object; and, to secure it, aban- 
doned his whaling voyage, and the George Henry returned 
to this port, with but one hundred and thirty barrels of oil, 
making, in other words, a very considerable loss, as far as | 
the object of the voyage was concerned. 

7 * * * ’ * * * * * 

We suppose that Congress, while they are not inclined to 
pay an exorbitant sum for the vessel, still do not wish to 
In that view we offer the 
vessel for the purpose named to the Government at $40,000, | 

The expenses on the vessel before the matter is finally 
settled. will probably amount to $4.000. | 

We think this a fair price for the Government to pay. | 

We have offered the vessel, exclusive of her lading, for | 
$30,000. } 

We think there is an intrinsic value on hoard of $10,000, 


Everything belonging to the shipis, as brought to this port, 
With some exceptions, of little value, not private property, 
or pertaining to the peculiar character of the ship. 

Very respectfully, your friends, 

PERKINS & SMITH. 
Hon. L. F. S. Foster, United States Senate, Washington. 


The joint resolution appropriates $40,000, with | 
a request to the President to use so much of it as 
may be found necessary to make the purchase. 
I do not know that this ship will be of any very | 
rovernment when re- | 
turned; but I feel strongly impressed with the 





opinion that, as an act of national courtesy, it will 
redound to the character of our Government, and 
will be very acceptable to the foreign Govern- 
ment. I know it would be ifa like courtesy were 
extended to us. Unless some gentleman objects, 
therefore, I shallask for the present consideration 
of the joint resolution. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. If no objec- | 
tion be made, the joint resolution will be read a | 


second time. 
There being no objection, the joint resolution 





| Was read a second time, and considered as in | 


Committee of the Whole. 


‘THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a 


|| very great pleasure, as one of the representatiy 











———- 


to the Senate without amendment, and ordered - 
be engrossed for a third readin 


Mr. FOSTER. I will sa Cas a single word 


statement 
made by the honorable Senator from Virginia in 
regard to this resolution. It affords me certainly 
. es 
from Connecticut, to find that this Proposition 


seems to meet the favor of the Senate, and that j: 


_ will, as [ trust, be passed without opposition, |; 
| is, as the honorable Senator from Virginia has go 


well observed, an act of courtesy due toa foreion 


‘| Government, and peculiarly due under existj 


; ng 
circumstances. 
In regard to this ship, there are certain cireum- 
stances that make it of peculiar value to the Goy. 
ernment of Great Britain. It is the ship that was 


| enabled to communicate with the crew of another 


ship belonging to the British Navy—the Investj- 
gator—which went through Behring’s Straits, 


| intending to make the northwest passage in that 


direction by sailing to the East; but, having got 
locked in the ice, remained for two years in the 
Bay of Mercy,I believe. While lying there, this 


| ship—the Resolute—by sending a party of men 


across some two hundred miles, or thereabouts, 
communicated with the Investigator and her 
crew, commanded by Captain McClure, and 


| brought those men from the Investigator, lying 


in the Bay of Mercy, eastward to where the Res- 
olute was lying. The northwest passage was 
thus carried out practically by these two ships; 
neither, however, having completed it by passing 
through the water, but by the men passing through 
over the ice on sledges. That circumstance gives 


| this ship peculiar value to the British Government; 


and, under the circumstances, I cannot but hope 
that the Senate will pass the resolution. It will, 
I think, be worth to us, as a matter of economy, 
to speak of nothing else, far more than it costs; 


_and, as an act of national courtesy, to promote 
| good feeling between two great nations, it is a 


|| ment in the other branch of it. 
the owners and crew of the George Henry, that he should || 


matter not to be estimated in money at all. 


Mr. TOUCEY. Mr. President, [ would not 


| say one word on this occasion were it not for the 


fact, that the salvors are my constituents. I think 
their conduct on this occasion was such as to 
entitle them, before the country, to the testimonial 
from Congress which is embraced in this resolu- 
tion. Their noble act of daring and perseverance, 
characteristic of our seamen, is perhaps unpar- 
alleled. 

The resolution is also commended to my judg- 
I think an act of 
high national courtesy of this kind, expressing 
the sentiments of the Ricetivad people, cannot be 
over estimated in its effect upon the relations be- 
tween the two countries, in promoting a good 
understanding, and in expressing the feelings 
which ought to prevail between these two great 
and powerful nations, I give my thanks to the 
honorable chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations for bringing forward a proposition of 
this kind, which I think must commend itself to 
the sentiments of every Américan. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I rise only for the purpose 
of expressing my concurrence in the sentiments 
which have been expressed by the gentlemen who 
have preceded me. This is a courtesy which is 


| eminently worthy of us as a great nation. The 


whole proposition, whatever may be thought of 
the small amountof money that may be expended, 
is eminently calculated to maintain amicable rela- 
tions with Great Britain. I am decidedly in favor 
of the measure; and I trust, as it is a measure 
which will reflect honor on the Government of 
the United States, that it will be recorded on our 
Journals, that this resolution has been passed by 
the unanimous vote of the Senate. 

The joint resolution was passed unanimously. 


KANSAS AFFAIRS. 
Mr. GEYER. Mr. President, on Thursday 


last I gave notice of a bill which was designed to 
carry into faithful execution the organic act of 
the Territory of Kansas. I now ask leave to in- 
troduce that bill, and move that it be printed and 
referred to the Committee on Territories. I for- 
bear to make any remarks on the present occa- 
sion, because I think the time of the Senate will 
be better occupied in attending to the bills which 
are before us. 


Leave was granted; and the bill (S. No. 351) 


No amendment being proposed, it was reported | supplementary to an act to organize the Terri- 
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wries of Nebraska and Kansas, and to provide (| 
for the faithful execution of the said act in the 
Territory of Kansas, ean to the true intent | 
and meaning thereof, was rea twice by its title, | 
referred to the Committee on Territories, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I fully concur in the pro- || 
»riety of the reference of that bill; and I rise now | 
jor the purpose of moving that a bill of the same | 
purport, which f had the honor to introduce to 
the Senate a few days ago, may also be referred | 
to the same committtee. 

The motion was agreed to; and the bill (S. No. | 
343) supplementary to an act to organize the | 
Territories of Nebraska and Kansas was accord- 
ingly read the second time, and referred to the 
Committee on Territories. 


ADJOURNMENT OE CONGRESS. 


Mr. ADAMS. I move to take up the resolu- 
tion Which IL offered some days since, fixing a 
day for the adjournment of Congress. I have | 
named a day in that resolution; but if that time | 
does not satisfy the majority of the Senate, it can 
be stricken out and some other inserted. I think 
it important for the Senate to agree on some day 
for the adjournment, and the sooner we do it the 
better it will be for ourselves and for the country. | 
| therefore ask the Senate to consider that resolu- | 
yon now. 

Mr. HUNTER. I hope the resolution willlie 
sver until to-morrow, in order to give us some | 
ime to inquire into the manner in which the pub- | 
jc business stands. 

Mr. ADAMS. I consent to that suggestion, 
ind withdraw the motion for to-day. 

| 
| 








PERSONAL EXPLANATION. 
Mr.BUTLER. As the time is approaching for | 


he consideration of the order of the day, I move 
that it be taken up. But, with the leave of my | 
friend from Virginia, (Mr. Hunrer,} who has 
he floor, | ask permission to make one remark 
oy way of personal explanation. 

It has been supposed that I excluded some | 
troops who were present at Yorktown, in the 
remarks which [ made the otherday. The omis- 
sion has been brought to my attention. I then 
said: 

“When Yorktown surrendered there was not a New 
England regiment there.”? 

I have a list before me of those who were there, 
ind all | ask is to present that list as a part of 
my remarks, to explain what I meant in regard 
to that matter. 

I find a return of the troops at Yorktown, Octo- 
ber 2, 1781, as follows: 

Infantry.—Muhlenlberg’s, Hazen’s, Dayton’s, | 
Clinton’s, Wayne’s, and Gist’s brigades. 

Artillery.—Lamb’s regiment and detachment; 
first, third, and fourth regiments. 

Militia.—Stevens’s and Lawson’s regiments. 

Rifle corps.—Colonel Moyland’s detachment; 
Armand’s legion; Major Nelson’s corps. 

The following regiments of Massachusetts and 
Connecticut troops were, on the 29th of October, 
1781, at Continental Village, in the vicinity of 
New York, so that it was impossible for any of 
them to have been at Yorktown: 

First, second, third, fourth, and fifth regiments 
of Connecticut; first, second, third, fourth, fifth, 
sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth regiments of | 
Massachusetts. R 
command of Major General Heath. 

I have seen a manuscript copy of a letter from 
General Washington to the Governor of Virginia, | 
dated at New Windsor, March 27, 178], in which 
he says he cannot send more troops to the South, 
for he hadn’t them. The letter is an interesting 
one, and the copy isin the possession of Colone 
Lee, of Maryland. Itisnot to be found in Sparks’s 
Life of Washington; and, therefore, it is to be 
presumed that it has not been published. — 

At page 270 of the first volume of Hamilton’s 
Works will be found this letter from General | 
Hamilton to the Marquis de La Fayette: 


Camp Berore YorkKTOWN, October 15, 1781. 

Sir: T have the honor to render you an account of the 
corps under my command in your attack of last night upon 
the redoubt on the left of the enemy’s lines. 

Agreeably to your orders we advanced in two columns 
with unloaded arms: the right composed of Lieutenant 
Colonel Gimat’s battalion and my own, commanded by 
Major Fish ; the left, of a detachment commanded by Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Laurens, destined to take the enemy in | 
reverse, and intercept their retreat. The column on the | 


| 
| 


il these troops were under the _ | 


\; a detachment of British and German troops, and was com- 








| 
| 
| 


| 


| sired to speak on the subject then before it. 
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right was preceded by a vanguard of twenty men, led by || dollars a month, and he asks for an increase of 
Lieutenant Mansfield ; and a detachment of sappers and 


miners, commanded by Captain Gilliland, for the purpose || this sum. I move that this memorial be referred 
of removing obstructions. | to the Committee on Pensions. 
The redoubt was commanded by Major Campbell, with The motion was agreed to. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


— in a state of defense. | 
‘he rapidity and immediate success of the assault are the || . > : 
best comment on the behavior of the troops. Lieutenant On motion of Mr. PRATT, it was 
Colonel Laurens distinguished himself by an exact and vig Ordered, That Mary B. Dusenbury hae leave to with- 
orous execution of his part of the plan, by entering the en- || draw her petition and papers. 
emy’s work with his corps among the foremost, and making 

BILL INTRODUCED, 


prisoner the commanding officer of the redoubt. Lieuten 
ant Colonel Gimat’s batt rhich fi - ra r the IRPEEER ‘ 
on mat’s battalion, which formed the van of the Mr. DURKEE asked, and by unanimous con- 
sent obtained, ieave to bring ina bill (S. No. 352) 


right attack, and which fell under my immediate observa- 
tion, encouraged by the decisive and animated example of . 
their leader, advanced with an ardor and resolution supe- || changing the time of holding the July term of 
rior to every obstacle. ‘They were well seconded by Major || the district court of the United States for the State 
Fish, with the battalion under his command, who, when the of Wisconsin: which w read the fi d see 
front of the column reached the abattis, unlocking his corps consin; WRICA was read the first and sec- 
to the left, as he had been directed, advanced with such ond time by unanimous consent, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 


celerity as to arrive in time to participate in the assault. 
KANSAS—MR. SUMNER, 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order, being the bill to authorize 
the people of the Territory of Kansas to form a 
constitution and State government, preparatory 
to their admission into the Union when they 
have the requisite population; when 

Mr. HUNTER addressed the Senate at length, 
directing his remarks chiefly to the consideration 
of the Massachusetts resolutions concerning the 
attack upon Mr, Sumner, and was listened to, | 
as he always is, with marked attention. 

Mr. FOSTER obtained the floor; but, inasmuch 
as his remarks would apply to Kansas matters 
solely, he would yield to any Senator who de- 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on For- 


eign Relations, reported a joint resolution (S. R. 
| No. 23) toenable the Secretary of State to pay to 
| certain clerks in the Department of State the 

same compensation as has been paid to clerks of 

the same grade in the other executive depart- 
ments; which was read the first time, and pate mt 
to a second reading. 


COURTS IN TENNESSEE. 
Mr. BUTLER. The Committee on the Judi- 


ciary, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 
241) to change the times of holding the United 
States courts in Tennessee, have instructed me to 
|| report it back, without amendment, and recom- 
mend its passage. As it is one of those bills 
which are always passed as a matter of course, I 


Mr. SEWARD then rose and addressed the 
Senate at length in reply to Mr. Hunrer; and ( j 
the debate was continued by Messrs. HUNTER, || ask that it may be acted on at once. 

BUTLER, and PEARCE until the hour of four |; | The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
o’clock. | the bill as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 

[See Appendix for the debate.] v ides for holding the cireuit and district courts of 

HOUSE BILES REFERRED. the United States in Tennessee, at Jackson on 


the first Mondays of April and October; at Nash- 

The following bills from the House of Repre- || ville on the third Mondays of April and October; 
sentatives were read a first and second time, and || and at Knoxville on the third Monday of May, 
referred as indicated below: and the fourth Monday of November. 

A bill (H. R. No. 421) to change the times of || The bill was reported to the Senate without 
holding the United States courts in Tennessee— || amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. third time, and passed. 

bi «Me - 197 rize »Si- ; 

A bill (H R. No 197) to authorize the Presi | EMIGRANT AID COMPANY. 
dent of the United States to cause the southern " eee . , 
beaeiery line of Kansas Territory to besurveyed || Mr. WILSON presented a memorial of the 
and marked—to the Committee on Territories. || @X¢¢utive committee of the New England Emi- 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate ad- || gant Aid Company, praying for indemnification 
: d , || for losses and injuries sustained by the recent 
journed. Vie. - : . d 

|| disturbances in the Territory of Kansas; and he 
| asked that it might be read. 


IN SENATE. | The Secretary read it accordingly. It repre- 
Wenpnespay, June 25, 1856. ans y ih P 


| sents that a report made on the 12th of March, 
Prayer by Rev. Henry C. Dean. | 1856, to the Senate, by the Committee on Terri- 


The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. || tories, in which the company was referred to, and 
é ; : | recent occurrences in the Territory of Kansas 

PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. | affecting the company, prompt them to appear 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, presented the peti- || before the Senate, and to ask its attention to the 
tion of Nancy Fisher, one of the heirs of John | facts stated, and the requests made in their memo- 
Chisom, deceased, a revolutionary soldier, pray- || rial. In the corréction of errors which have been 
ing to be allowed arrears of pension due to his || committed, they say that the capital of the com- 
widow, Sarah Chisom, at the time of her death; 1 pany is but $1,000,000, and not $5,000,000, of 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- || which not more than $100,000 has ever been paid 
tionary Claims. || in; and the act of incorporation does not make the 
Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Eliz- State of Massachusetts in any way a party tothe 
abeth Moast, widow of John Moast, a revolu- || proceedings of the company. They deny thatthe 
tionary soldier, praying to be allowed arrears of || company is the origin of the troubles in Kansas, 
pension; which was referred to the Committee on || having never acted contrary to any law of Congress 
evolutionary Claims. or the rights of any citizen; and they assert that 
Mr. WELLER presented the petition of J. A. || the company has never invested a dollar in any 
Brunner & Brothers, praying to be allowed com- || implements of war. Ithas never sent out persons 
pensation for supplies furnished the Oregon vol- || to control the elections in Kansas, nor hired any 
| unteers, during the Rogue river war; which was || man, except its business agents, to go there, nor 














Mr. MALLORY presented the petition of John || withinthe knowledge of the officers of the company 








referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. || paid the passage of a single emigrant; nor is it 
| 


Etheridge, principal corresponding clerk in the || that any person has gone out under its auspices 
Navy Department, praying for compensation for || with any other view than to settle and stay there. 
his services as superintendent of the southwest || They allege that they have never known of any 
executive building; which was referred to the || violence or hostility offered by emigrants from 
Committee on Naval Affairs, the North or East, to any citizen of Missouri, or 

Mr. BROWN. The memorial of Joseph Hill || to any other citizen, and the emigrant parties 
has been intrusted to my care, witha request that || have been open to all, whether from the North or 
| I would present it to the Senate. Mr. Hill was the South. They state the object of the company 
formerly an employé in the House of Represent- || to be, to facilitate the settlement of the ‘Territo- 
atives, and afterwards enlisted in the Army of || ries of the United States by a population of free 
| the United States, served in Texas, and in one || and intelligent citizens; and at the same time to 
Ee the engagements there, while in the active 1 make advantageous investments of capital there 





discharge of his duty, lost his right arm. He is || in saw and grist mills, hotels, &c., by which 


now a Government pensioner at the rate of eight || they maintain that good has been done to the 
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Territory of Kansas. They claim, therefore, as 
citizens of the United States, and as a corporate 
body, the right to pursue their business free from 
molestation; but they complain that they have 
been vexatiously and illegally interfered with; 
that a large and valuable building, known as the 


ildridge House, or Free-State Hotel, in the town of || 


Lawrence, has been illegally destroyed by cannon 
and fire; and to the best of their knowledge and 
belief, they represent that this destruction has 
been caused by or with the consent of, or through 
the culpable negligence of, officers of the General 
Government. Other property has been destroyed 
and still further injury is anticipated; and hence 
they pray that steps may be taken to cause this 
illegal destruction tocease; that the offenders may 
be brought to justice, and that compensation ma 
be made for the losses and injuries caatelaed. 
The memorial is signed by John M.S. Williams, 
S. Cabot, Jr., L. B. Russell, C. J. Higginson, 
and W. B. Spooner. 

Mr. WILSON. I move the reference of the 
memorial to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I came imto the Chamber | 
while the memorial was being read, and am not 
fully aware of the character of it; nor can I say 
whether the Committee on Claims is the appro- 
priate committee to which it should be referred. 
However, those who have heard it can judge of 
that point, and [ interpose no objection to the 
proposed reference. 

Mr. MASON. I did not hear the reading of 
the memorial distinctly; but [ am not aware that 
ii makes any pecuniary claim on the Govern- 
ment, 

Mr. SEWARD. It does. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 


CLAIMS ON THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT. 
Mr. BENJAMIN. Lhold in my hand the peti- 


tion of Samuel A. Belden, for himself and partner, 
presenting to the Senate a claim which hasalready, 

believe, twice been referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, and on which they have twice 
made a report, charging the Mexican Government 
with a direct breach of its treaty obligations with 
this country, and expressing the opinion that it 
was the duty of the Executive at once to interfere 
in behalf of the petitioner. I do not design to 
call the attention of the Senate to everything con- 
‘tained in this memorial; but I desire to read a 
passage from it, that the Senate and the country 
may be made aware of the position of our rela- | 
tions with Mexico, so far as private claims are 
concerned. The memorialist says: 


*““ Under the invitation of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
your memorialist, with others, imported goods into the ter- 
ritory held by the United States, and paid duties on them. || 
The goods so imported were placed under protection of the 
treaty, and the right to dispose of them given to the im- 
porters. Your memorialist became the owner of some of 
the goods so imported by others, and most of these, as well 
as of the goods imported by himself, have, in violation of 
the treaty, been wrongtully seized and confiscated; and he 
has suffered the additional loss of the proceeds of those 
which be bas sold, having been, by an unjust and illegal 
order of arrest and imprisonment, compelled to leave the 
country, and abandon the debts there due to him. For 
more then six years he has been vainly appealing to his 
Government for redress of this outrage. He has been com- 
pelied to intrust his business to others, and to make re- || 
peated journeys, at heavy expense, to the scat of. Govern- 
ment to procure justice; his life is passing away in his | 
protracted and vain efforts to move his own Governmentto | 
obtain that justice for him ; and he cannot learn that either | 
his exertions, or the resolutions of the Senate, have as yet 
procured even a faint request from our Government to the 
Government of Mexico to consider his case ; and he believes 
that the supineness of our Government is leading to a repe- 
tition of similar wrongs and outrages on American citizens 
on the Mexican border, until the protection of the American 
Government is becoming a byword and a jest.” . 


I believe this to be true, sir. I move the refer- 
ence of the memorial to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. MASON. The remarks of the honorable 
Senator from Louisiana, in presenting the memo- 
rial, seem to require of me to say that, so far as 
[ am informed, the tumultuous and revolutionary 
condition of the Mexican people since the ex- 
pression of the opinion of the Senate in reference 
to this, and probably other claims, has been such 
as to have made it almost impracticable to com- 
plete, or prohably to institute, a negotiation with 
them on any subject—certainly on any subject of 
reclamation. I agree with the Lonbrable Senator, 
that the losses which have been sustained by || 
many citizens of the United States, in their inter- || 





| longer. 
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course with Mexico, are of a character that cry 


aloud to their own Government to see that, in 
some way, justice is done to them. ‘There was 
an opportunity by which, within a very recent 


ae large portion of these losses might have 


een paid; but it was the pleasure of one of the 
legislative branches of the Government not to avail 


| itself of that opportunity, for reasons, doubtless, 


satisfactory to that branch. Since then, I am 


_ strongly disposed to believe it has been utterly im- 


possible for the Government of the United States 
to find a Government in Mexico of sufficient 
texture to bear any pressure of that descrip- 
tion. What is to be done eventually I do not 
know. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. I do not desire to make 
any reply to what has fallen from the honorable 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Relations 
further than this: that I am satisfied there has 
been neglect here in Washington of the claims of 
American citizens on Mexico. I am satisfied that 
sufficient attention has not been paid by the | 
branch of the executive Government charged 
with that class of public business, and that some 
stimulus is required on the subject. 

Mr. WELLER. I have a word to say. If 
the remarks of the Senator from Louisiana will 
produce that effect, I shall think it very fortunate 
that this memorial was introduced this morning, 


| 


| Senator have certainly ever been those of entire 
| courtesy and uninterrupted harmony, so far as | 
know. Iam aware that what is termed the Brook 
| difficulty seems to be swallowing up everything 
| else; but I was not prepared to expect that a a 
| tleman of the maturity and uniform discretion of 
the Senator from New York would attempt to 
| bring into the discussion of that question any 
| outside matter by which the feelings of any one 
might be afflicted or touched. 

I have only this moment laid my eye on the 
report of the Senator’s speech, in which there js 
a passage in reference to my colleague in the 
other House, [Mr. Rust.] [ have had no conyer. 
sation with my colleague on the subject; but know 
that he must feel that, in regard to a matter which 
certainly was not a violation of the privileges or 
rights of the Senate or House, but a mere personal 
difficulty of his own, imputations hard, and such 
as we are not in the habit of bearing, have been 
cast upon him. I am certainly not aware that 
that personal difficulty was a violation of priv- 
ilege, or that his personal difficulties should be 
made properly subjects of remark on the floor of 
the Senate. 

He is a member of the House of Representa. 
tives of this country. He is my colleague in that 
| branch of Congress. He is a gentleman, and js 


} ° . . ° 
| certainly one of the most uniformly magnanimous, 


} 
| 
} 
| 


for | undertake to say there have been more out- || generous, and highly honorable and true men 


rages on constituents of mine committed on the | 
Pacific coast, by the Mexican Government, than 


that lives upon the whole wide earth. I have 
known him from my earliest manhood, and during 


those committed on the people of Louisiana orany || his earliest youth, and this is my experience 


other section of the Union. 
Sir, there is scarcely a mail from that distant | 
coast in which I do not receive messages from | 
friends there of losses which have been sustained 
because of the outrageous conduct of the Mexi- | 


with reference to him during the whole time. 

I call the attention of the Senator to his remarks 
made yesterday; and I do so because I have no 
idea that he ever desired to do anything which 
would wound the feelings of, or cast a. reproach 


can authorities. Californians have been confined || or censure on, my friend, or any one else, without 


for months in the loathsome prisons of Mexico, 
and then discharged without being permitted 


| to know the cause of their imprisonment. I 


am informed that the files of the State Depart- 


| ment are literally groaning with the applications 
| made by American citizens for redress of griev- 


ances inflicted on them by the Mexican authori- | 
ties. The revolutionary condition of that Gov- 
ernment may have been the cause of delay here- 
tofore, but we have reached a point where for- 
bearance ceases to be a virtue. If Mexico is so 
torn by factions and intestine wars that she can- 
not observe the laws of nations, and respect the 
rights of neighbors, it is time we were admin- | 
istering. If proper protection ‘cannot be given 
to our people on the Pacific coast when they ma 
visit any portion of Mexico, it might as well be | 
disbanded at once. If we had suffered England 
or France to perpetrate with impunity as many 
outrages upon the persons and property of our 
people as have been committed by Mexico, we 
would have stood disgraced before the world. 
Mr. SEWARD. 


provocation on his part. [ will read the words 
which were used, and then state the conclusions 
which come clearly to my mind. The language 
of the Senator, as reported and published this 
morning, is as follows: 

*¢ Sir, at this same session of the Congress of the United 
States, an ed tor of a newspaper had been assailed and 
beaten down, without sufficient preliminary notice to pre- 


pare for defense, in one of the avenues leading to the Capi- 
tol.”? 


That is the first sentence to which I allude. 
The imputation there is, that sufficient notice was 
notgiventotheeditor. The factis, that no weap- 
ons, no instruments of violence, were used in the 
original encounter, or at the commencement of 
their difficulty; and it was then entirely within 
the power of the editor to explain the language 
which he had used, if he desired to do so. 

It is not pretended that he (Mr. Greeley) acted 
with want of courage on the occasion; but, on the 
contrary, he seemed inclined fora fight. It was, 
however, a mere fisticuff at the start, and was 


I should like to understand | arrested the instant after it commenced. Still, it 


from the honorable Senators from Louisiana and || is said that sufficient notice was not given, Sir, 


California, who are a great, deal nearer Mexico | 


| than Iam, whether they understand or not that 


the present Government of Mexico is merely a 
provisional one, and that proceedings are going | 


| forward in Mexico with a good prospect of suc- | 


cess for the establishment of a permanent and 
more substantial Government, and that those pro- 
ceedings involve a radical change in the relative in- 
ternal forces of the Government, now so hostile to | 
any permanent peace and consolidation of power? | 
If that be so, I should be rather of the opinion, 
which is indicated by the honorable Senator from 
Virginia, that it would be as well to wait a little 
I confess a very great interest upon the | 
true state of the question and the prospects of a | 
more firm Government in Mexico. Perhaps | 
those Senators who have more information than 
I have can give me an opinion about it. 
The memorial was referred to the Committee | 
on Foreign Relations. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


I do not know what may be considered sufficient 
notice by those who love that species of peaceful 
conflict which is to be had in courts alone, and 
will not resort to cold steel, or anything like it. 
Ifan assault was made with deadly weapons, 
or anything of that nature, ‘‘ without sufficient 
notice,”’ it might possibly become a dastardly 
assault; but, it seems to me, the Senator will 
not make any imputation of that sort, because 
there is no ground for it. 

If that be, however, the meaning of the Sena- 
tor, of course he will say so; but I trust he could 
not have meant to cast the reflection on my col- 
league that he desired to take a dishonorable ad- 
vantage of the individual alluded to for the pur- 
pose of injuring him bodily. I believe he did not 
injure him anyhow. My colleague and the gen- 
tleman with whom he had the difficulty again 
encountered each other on the Avenue far below 
the Capitol; and their meeting there was purely 
accidental. My colleague never had a design to 
go there for the purpose of attacking him. ‘* His 


Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I believe I || offense,’’ says the Senator, “ was what were as- 


have never presented to the notice of the Senate 
anything in the nature of a personal explanation, 
and Iam certainly averse to doing anything of 
the kind; but, during the debate which oecurred 
yesterday, the Senator from New York, [Mr. | 
Sewarp,] in his speech, made a remark affectin 
one of the delegation from my State, to which ? 
wish to call his attention. My relations with that | 


sumed to be disrespectful words written concern- 
ing a member of the House of Representatives, 
in regard to his public conduct; and that act of 
violence passed with impunity.” 

**Assumed to be disrespectful words!’’ Did the 
Senator know what those words were? If the 
Senator would make his proposition palpable to 
my mind, I might have passed this sentence by 
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-» are sensitive spirits in this world, and I know, 
o,that my colleague isone of them. He is one 
¥ those Who imposes on the feelings of no one 

re he can help it. 

«His offense was what were assumed to be 
wosnecttul words.’’ Does not the Senator con- 
der that Chose words were disrespectful? They 
found in the columns of a paper over the 
cmature of another, who had nothing to do offi- 
ly with the business of which he spoke. That 
dividual, or editor, goes on to declare—I will 
you the substance, if not the words, he used 
“that he had known something of human degra- 
ion, but that of all he had ever known, he 
hought the proposition introduced by the Repre- 
entative from Arkansas on that occasion—that 
roposition having been to invite not only the 
oponents of the party of which he was a mem- 

;, but the candidate of that party, and his own, 

withdraw from the contest for the Speaker- 
ship—was the most degrading. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator speak a 
ule louder? IL cannot hear what he says. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I think, if the Senator will 
sive me his attention, he will see that it is im- 
possible to speak louder, or | would willingly do 

The Senator can come a little closer to me; 
he may find a seat near by. I cannot advance 
farther than half way across this Hall, as I have 
gone. 


Ww 


Mr. SEWARD. There are so many persons 


passing in and out, that I cannot hear. 
' Mr. JOHNSON, I speak distinctly always. 
[am certainly disposed that the Senator should 


ar me; for it is in no unkind spirit’ that I ap- | 


proach this subject at all. 


' “His offense was what were assumed to be | 


lisrespectful words written concerning a member 
f the House of Representatives.’? Does th 
of tl se epresentatives. oes the 
Senator say there were no disrespectful words 
written? If he says so, he may think properly 
that it was a most unprovoked assault. The 
Senator mentioned a circumstance not necessary 


tobe mentioned here at all in the discussion in | 
which he was engaged; but he mightas well have | 
characterized it by language which would have | 


made it plain, and let it be known that he con- 
sidered there were no disrespectful words for 
which there was any right to make a personal 
assault. 


* And that act of violence passed with impu- | 


nity,’? the Senator said. I have given you the 
circumstances connected with the violence here 
mentioned. I call the attention of the Senate to 
the fact that the subject-matter entire was brought 
before the grand jury of this District; that wit- 
nesses were called on all sides in regard to it; 
and really it was considered so trivial and insig- 
nificant a matter of itself and at the same time it 
was so entirely provoked, that the grand jury 
ignored the bill. ‘** That act of violence,’’ says 
the Senator, ** passed with impunity.’’ I submit 
to him whether, without having investigated the 
case as the members of the grand jury must have 
investigated it under oath,and with witnesses be- 
fore them under oath, and all the partiesappearing, 


orat liberty to appear, for really | have not exam- | 


wed to see whether the editor appeared or not, 
the Senator is to stand forth as knowing more 
about it than the grand jury. Ido not believe the 
Senator will say that he knew more about it than 
those who thus officially and legally investigated 
the whole matter. 

Now, sir, the Senator from New York, I sub- 
mit, has cast what I believe, in the cursory run 
of debate, were unintentional reflections upon 
my colleague in the other House, which will be 
necessarily sore to him, as I know. He has not 
seen or read it; but | know that he had heard 
that reflections were made on him. He does not, 
to my knowledge, know what those reflections 
were. I choose to give the Senator here the op- 
portunity of stating whether or not he desires to 
reiterate what is stated in his speech, in order 
that his meaning may be understood. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I confess, 
with very great pleasure, that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Arkansas has not misstated or over- 
stated, in any respect, the amicable and kind 
relations which have existed between him and 
myself since he has been a member of this body. 
| reciprocate the sentiments and feelings which 
he has uttered, and I feel sure that he is only 


‘out calling his attention to it. But I know | 


— without an 
| one he 
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teristic of himself in presenting this subject to 
the Senate. 

In the course of the debate yesterday, it will 
be recollected that the honorable Senator from 
Virginia, [Mr. Hunrer,] alluding to the matter 
of Mr. Sumer, stated as a matter of grievance 
against the State of Massachusetts, that she had 
converted what had been a personal difficulty, 
into a public matter, or she had taken a course 
which had that tendency. I went on to show 
that Massachusetts was not so responsible for 
having converted what he had called a personal 
quarrel into a public one, and that the fact of the 
assault on Mr. Sumner having become a public 
question, or subject of so great magnitude, re- 
sulted from its nature, circumstances, and ante- 
cedents, and a foresight of the consequences 
which must follow it. By way of illustrating 
rapidly, as thoughts occurred to my mind, its na- 
ture and circumstances, antecedents, and conse- 
quences of that assault, I spoke of the fact that 
an editor of a newspaper had been assaulted with- 
out sufficient preliminary notice to put him on his 
personal defense, and beaten down in one of the 
avenues leading to the Capitol, for the assumed 
offense of words written concerning what had 
been done by a member of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in his official capacity. 

Now, sir, to the propositions contained in those 
two sentences the honorable Senator calls my 
notice. The first point he takes is, that I rep- 
resented that assault as having been made with- 
out sufficient preliminary notice. I have not now, 
after this .apse of time, a precise recollection of the 
transaction referred to, as it was then understood 
by me to have occurred. I understood generally, 
however, the transaction to have occurred some- 
what in this way: that an honorable member of 
the House of Representatives met_the editor of 
the Tribune on his way from the Capitol, at the 
close of a day’s debate, and that, asking him 
whether he was a non-combatant, the editor 
replied, that depended upon circumstances; and 
that immediately this member, then at the tme 
personally unknown to the editor, struck him. I 


do not know whether thatis the fact. That is the | 


way I understood the transaction then; I have 
never read any account of it since. If that be so, 
I think there was not sufficient preliminary notice 
to enable the editor to put himself on a defense. 
I cannot say otherwise, if the facts were as thus 
understood. 

What would be necessary and right as suffi- 
cient preliminary notice would be notice before- 
hand that an attack was contemplated at some fu- 
ture time, and I think thatsuch notice is not given 
when blows are inflicted on a person who is over- 
taken and accosted by a stranger, whom he Is 
unconscious of having offended. In that view, 
I thought that, if the account of the transaction 
was correct, the assault was made without suffi- 
cient preliminary notice. If the fact is otherwise, 
of course I was incorrect. If it were so, it strikes 
me that, as the blow followed immediately on the 
putting of the question and receiving a hurried 
and unstudied answer, the circumstances were 
sufficient to justify the remark which I made. 
The remark, however, was made without any 
thought or purpose of other bearing than on the 
question under consideration in the Senate; cer- 
purpose of reflecting cn any 
re or elsewhere. 

But it is my duty, also, to say this much in 
regard to the preliminary offense which provoked 
the assault. I had not in my mind, when speak- 
ing yesterday, a recollection of what was the 
language which had been used by the editor of 
the Tribune on that occasion. My own recol- 
lection of it is, that it was a comment on a prop- 
osition or measure of a member of the House of 
Representatives; that it conveyed no personal 
reproach whatever against him; and that it was 
within the latitude admitted in parliamentary 
debate and discussion of measures and policy, 
without touching the motives or character of 
the individual who was the author or advocate of 
them. It is lawful for me to state, in regard to a 
proposition before the Senate, introduced by a 
member or a committee of this House, that it has 
a character in its tendency and effect which I 
could not attribute to the motives of its author. I 
remember a distinct case, which occurred in the 
debate with the honorable Senator from Illinois, 


LOBB. 


| acting with a manliness and generosity charac- {| [Mr. Dovetas,} 
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the author of the Kansas-Ne- 





braska bill 

Mr. JOHNSON. Do you mean that the article 
in the Tribune did not convey any reproach ? 

Mr. SEWARD. No,I do not say that. What 
I say ts that, as it was recollected by me, lt con- 
veyed no personal reproach against the Senator's 
colleague, but that it was a denunciation—an un- 
measured one, in bad taste, and an extravagant 
one, Which I would not myself have used—of 
some measure which he had introduced into Con- 
gress. Iso understood it then; 1 so understand 
itnow. Certainly,I have not justified the article 
in my remarks yesterday. 1 had no oceasion to 
do so; I had quite forgotten it, and of course I 
neituer expressed nor implied any sanction of the 
article which the Tribune contained; and I can 
very well admit that, for anything | know to the 
contrary, it may have been unjust. 

I remember, 1 was going on to illustrate, two 
or three years ago, when the Kansas-Nebraska 
bill was before the Senate, I entertained a very 
bad opinion of that bill—an opinion about as bad 
as any Senator or citizen can entertain of a meas- 
ure which itis his duty to oppose. In addresa- 
ing the Senate, I found it necessary to characterize 
the measure in strong terms; but I guarded myself 
against imputing any such character whatever to 
the author of the measure, or to his motives. | did 
so, precisely for the reason that I had ne donbt 
myself at the time, that the author had no un- 
patriotic or unjust motives, and I conceded to him, 
precisely as I claimed for myself, integrity of 
motive, as I do to every other person engaged in 
public duties. I freely concede the same purity 
of motives to the colleague of the Senator [Mr. 
Rust] inthe transaction referred to, although that 
transaction is not at all remembered by me. He 
is entitled by his position to that acknowledgment. 
I can readily believe his character to be just what 
is given to him by the Senator, for I know he is 
a man of truth and high honor, while I am per- 
sonally unacquainted with his colleague, [Mr. 

tust.| I have, therefore, not sanctioned the 
article of which he complains, and I have no 
reason for doing so now. 

That is my understanding of this whole case. 
In the first place, taking the account which I had 
received of the transaction, the assault made was 
without sufficient preliminary notice. Asa ques- 
tion of fact, if the circumstances remain as then 
understood, my opinion is the same still. If not 
so—if the facts are misunderstood, it will be mod- 
ified according to the circumstances if more or 


| other notice than [ had understood was given. 


In regard to the other branch of the question, 
I consider the article of which complaint is made 
of the editor of the Tribune as being in bad taste, 
excessive, extravagant, and severe. I regarded 
it, however, as not an attack on the motives or the 
character of the member who had introduced the 
measure which was condemned, although | may 
have been in error on that subject. Sof thought 
that the assault on_him was a sufficient excuse in 
that way. Beyond that, the honorable Senator 
knows, and everybody knows, that it is my 
judgment, my opinion, my rule of action, that 
the interests of justice, of right, and of trath, re- 
quire freedom of the press aud freedom of speech 
and debate, and that whatever errors may be com- 
mitted in the exercise of that freedom, they are 
counterbalanced in their effeets by the good which 
results from discussion. 1 think, as all the world 
knows I do, that it is not right for any person, 
citizen, or member of Congress, or in any official 
station, to resort to personal retaliation for the 
vindication of character assailed in debate, or 
through the press. 

This being so, the transaction appeared to me 
one which was inexcusable. I referred to the fact, 
however, as a historical one. I neither made nor 


‘implied, nor intended, any reflection on the as- 


sailant in that case, but simply gave it as it was 
understood by me, as one of the antecedent cir- 
cumstances by operation of which, with other 
causes, deeper and wider interest had been excited 
concerning the transaction between Mr. Sumner 
and Mr. Brooks. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It was not easy to hear the 
Senator’s conclusion, speaking under the gallery, 
as he did; but I ask, whether he understood this 
quarrel as one of the causes which led to the 

| ultimate difficulty between Mr. Brooxs and Mr, 
| SumNeR? 
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“Mr. SEWARD. Oh no, sir, I said no such | thought of his on that occasion. What I have 


thing, and never thought any such thing. 

Mr. JOHNSON. You have not based your 
remarks in regard to that matter on this trans- 
action, or treated one as having any connection 
with the other in any way. 

Mr.SEWARD. Certainly not. What I stated 
wasthis: It will be recollected that the honorable 


Senator from Virginia complained that Massa- | 


chusetts took a course in regard to the difficulty 


between Mr. Sumner and Mr. Brooks which was | 


calculated to convert what was a personal quarrel 
into a public quarrel. In refuting that argument 
of his, and explaining that itwas not Massachu- 
setts that was responsible for that, I said this 
transaction was among those exciting the public 
mind which had led to the effect of magnifying 
public ideas of the character of the Brooks an 
SuMNER transaction. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I may not have heard the 
Senator distinctly. I drew his attention to this 
matter in all sincerity and kindness, for the rea- 
son that I do not wish to acquire that sort of 
distinction which is to be won by any species of 
violence or difficulty, neither to encourage it in 
others, nor to have part in it myself; but, on the 


contrary, if gentlemen can be induced to act with | 


propriety, | hope it will be done, and I am de- 
sirous to contribute all that I can to this desirable 
result. 
seldom departed from the same rule of action 
which I myself desire to observe. I have called 


The Senator is one of the few who have | 


his attention to this matter in the kindest spirit; | 


but if I heard him distinctly, what he has just 
said does not explain in any satisfactory manner 
the expression to which I directed his attention, 


but rather reaffirms it. This is the passage of his | 
remarks to which I called his attention: ‘* At this | 


same session of the Congress of the United States | 


an editor of a newspaper had been assailed and 
beaten down without sufficient preliminary notice 
to prepare for defense.’’ On the point of pre- 


liminary notice; I should like to know what the | 
We anticipate in my coun- | 


Senator would ask. 
try—I do not know what Js the case in his—that 


something 1s to follow when one gentleman calls | 


on another to hold him to account. My colleague 


went without mena with no expectation of || 
ence, but meant to show him | 
i do not desire to aggravate | 


doing him any vio 
his resentment. 


things, but, speaking in all sincerity, the language | 


of truth is necessary. He wished to show his 
contempt for the author of the offensive article in 
the paper; he cared nothing for the means, but he 
did not intend to arm himself or use weapons, 
and he did not do so. This was when they met 
at the outset. When they afterwards met on the 


avenue, it wasa pure accident, entirely unexpected | 


to my colleague. 


As I have said, in my country, when any one | 
gives notice to another, ‘I shall call you to ac- | 


count,”’ **I shall hold you responsible,’’ or ‘I 


shall require of you satisfaction at such time and 
place as may be named, or the next time we 
meet,’’ he means that itis an earnest matter, and 
that weapons are to be used, and life is the stake 
that is up. Would the Senator, fora little matter 
like this, have a notice of thirty days? If not, 


would thirty hours, or one hour, be sufficient? | 
The meeting resulted in no damage to anybody. || 
J think the language of the Senator, in saying | 


that sufficient notice was not given, implies that 
surprise was sought to be effected, or an unfair, 
an ungentlemanly advantage sought to be taken. 
Does the Senator think so? If so, I merely ask 
him to avow it. Does he bélieve and mean to 
say that my colleague sought an ungentlemanly 
and dishonorable advantage in that litle difficulty 
or encounter? I cannot think the Senator so be- 
lieves in his own heart. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, the honor- 
able gentleman, the colleague of the Senator from 
Arkansas, is entirely unknown to me. 


casion to which the Senator refers. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I am known, and I give a 
statement of his character. 

Mr. SEWARD. I say your colleague in the 
other House, not yourself, is entirely unknown 
to me, 
he premeditated, or what he thought. I have not 
said what he intended, what he premeditated, or 
what he thought. I have not assumed to speak 
of ANY previous intention, or premeditation, or 


I do not | 
know what he meant, or what he said, on the oc- 


1 do not know what he intended, or what | 


said was, that the editor was assailed without pre- |, 


vious notice sufficient to enable him to put him- 
self in preparation for defense. The words do 
not importa charge—which, certainly, I could not 
make without more knowledge of Mr. Rust, and 
of the circumstances of the transaction, than I had 
when speaking yesterday, or have now—that he 
had any intention, previous to meeting Mr. Gree- 
ley, to assault him, or to surprise him. I dis- 
claim any such charge, or even having thought 
any such thing. 

If the honorable Senator thinks, as I think is 
very likely to be the fact, that the assault was 
unpremeditated, unconceived beforehand, made 
without any previous intention of purpose of vio- 
lence, I have nothing to say tothe contrary. The 

| character which he gives his colleague, and his 


ment, and make it satisfactory to me. Butl must 
say that I have notcharged any premeditation or 
intentional surprise. I have said only that the 
editor wasassailed. Thatis one point; the editor 
was assailed. That is admitted to be true. 
Mr. JOHNSON. Yes, sir 
Mr. SEWARD. Then I have said further, 
that he was assailed without sufficient preliminary 
notice to enable him to put himself in preparation 
for self-defense. I have stated, according to my 


to enable a party who was to be assailed to put 
himself on his defense. My idea of sufficient 
notice is that notice which would give the other 
party time and opportunity to arm himself, to the 
same extent at least with the assailant, and to 
expect, equally with the assailant, that he was to 
be called to account in that extraordinary manner. 
That is my judgment. I cannot change it. If 


| 


| 
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. . | 
own admitted truth and honor, guaranty his state- | 


a different rule prevails elsewhere, and if others | 


do not adopt mine, I cannot help it. [ can well 
enough conceive that different rules prevail else- 
where; but that would be the rule which I would 
adopt. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The hour for 
the consideration of the special order having 
arrived, it must be taken up unless otherwise di- 
rected by the Senate. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I presume the Senate will 
allow me to say a word or two. 


The Senator is | 


well aware, and the Senate knows, that I did not | 


wish to press a disagreeable subject, and never 
do. It is not my habit; but I will allow no 


branch improperly, and do him damage, without 
_ coming forward to defend and protect him. The 


was in no respect germane to the transaction 
before the Senate when the Senator spoke. Ido 
|| not think, in times like these, such things should 
be brought in unnecessarily. 
Certainly, he will do me the justice to say that 
‘I have been, from the time I entered this body, 
one of the freest from offending that the Senate 
can produce, I have not sought to thrust myself 
forward in these matters. The Senator has not 
made, I think, so frank an explanation in this 


Senator to treat one of my colleagues in the other | 


matter as he might have done, without any incon- | 


| sistency with himself. He is certainly a gentle- 
man with whom I would seek no prceney diffi- 
culty under any terms, if it coul 


thing of that sort. 
Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, it is due to 
the honorable Senator, from the earnestness and 


sincerity with which he speaks, that I should 
say 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is not in 


order to continue this debate, as the hour has 





be possibly | 
avoided, for he is not one who embarks in any- | 


arrived for the consideration of the special order. | 


Mr. SEWARD. Leask the indulgence of the 
Senate to say a few words. 

The PRESIDENT pre tempore. 
unanimous consent. 
tion. 

Mr. SEWARD. I was going simply to say, 
that the remarks | have made have shown to the 
Senate, as I hope they will show to the honorable 

| Senator himself who introduced the subject with 
so much kindness towards me, that what I spoke 


It requires 


|, which the honorable Senator thinks isto be drawn 


he Chair hears no objec- | 


or that occasion did not warrant the inference | 


| from it, if ] understand him correctly—which is, || 
|| that l imputed premeditated intention of surprise |, I ask that it may be received, and printed. 
‘ito his colleague. I deny, with all respect and |, 


| on that subject. 
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kindness, that this inference was wa 

what I said in the debate yesterday, ae 

avow now more than I said then. I know nothing 

Knowing nothing, I had neve 

a reason to make such a charge; and I do not no ; 

make a charge which | never made befo ” 


which I have no res and 


grounds whatever to make 


Nay, more; since it 1s now presented in this ami- 
: 


| I freely add, that I am satisfied 
| meditated, 


cable manner, and with the explanations given 
, 


: no surprise 
[ do this all the more readily that 


_my words are recorded already; and they impl 
| nothing more than that the attack was made 


without what seems to me sufficient previous 
notice. I charged nothing more, and, simpl 


| by way of argument, stated the transaction ag jt 
occurred. Whether the assault was made without 


views, what would be sufficient preliminary notice || 


giving sufficiext notice is a matter of opinion 
which must remain so. I do not know that I 
need say more. 


NAVAL RETIRING BOARD. 

Mr. MALLORY. I desire to give notice that 
to-morrow, during the morning hour, I shall ask 
the Senate to take up the Navy bill, with a view 
of getting a vote on it if possible, or at all events 
making it the special order until disposed of, 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Cuttom, their Clerk, announced that they 


' had passed the following bills; which, on motion 


of Mr. Stuart, were read twice by their titles, 
and referred to the Committee on Public Lands: 

A bill (H. R. No. 67) to establish two addi- 
tional land districts in the Territory of Min- 
nesota; and 

A bill (H. R. No. 185) to explain the act ap- 
roved 12th April, 1854, entitled ** Anactto rte 
ish additional land districts in the Territory of 
Minnesota.’’ 

BARK TROPIC BIRD. 


The message further announced that the House 
had passed the bill of the Senate to authorize the 
issue of a register to the bark Tropic Bird, with 


| an amendment. 


Mr. MALLORY. Iask the Senate, although 


| the morning hour has passed, to do me the favor 


to take up that bill, and concur in the amend- 
ment of the House. There is no important prin- 
ciple involved in the bill. It is merely to grant 
a register to an American vessel, and will not 
occupy a moment. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 


| to consider the amendment of the House to the 
difficulty in which my colleague was engaged || 


bill (S. No, 273) to authorize the issue of a regis- 


, ter to the bark Tropic Bird, which was to add 


the following as an additional section: 

And be it further enacted, That the said bark 
Tropic Bird be, and is hereby, exempted from the payment 
of tonnage money to the United States from the time she 


Sec. 2. 


| became American property. 


The amendment was concurred in. 
DIPLOMATIC APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The House 
has returned the amendments of the Senate to the 
bill CH. R. No. 152) making appropriations for 
the consular and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1857. The point of disagreement between the 
two Houses is as to the first amendment of the 


Senate, which is so to amend the following 
clause, ‘* For salary of an interpreter to the mis- 


| Finance. 


shall be taken upon it. 


sion to China, $2,500,”’ as to make it read, ** For 
salary of an interpreter to the mission to China, 
at the rate of $5,000 per annum, $5,000.”’ 

Mr. MASON. I think it will be better that we 
should insist on our amendment. 

Mr. STUART. I believe that, since the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in by the House, the 
bill has not been referred to the Committee on 
I think it would be better to refer it to 
that committee, and to let them decide what action 
I move its reference to 
the Committee on Finance. 

The motion was agreed to. 


AFFAIRS IN KANSAS. 

Mr. TOOMBS. _I ask leave to present the 
measure, of which I gave notice a few days since, 
for the settlement of affairsin Kansas. I propose 
to offer it as an amendment to the Kansas bill. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It will be 
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etion. Lhe Chair hears none. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
whole, the consideration of the bill (S. No. 172) 
., quthorize the people of Kansas to form a con- 
_gtion and Stave government, preparatory to 

»jr admission inte the Union when they have 

re quisite pe. 

“Mr. FOSTER addressed the Senate at length 

a the condition of Kansas and kindred topics. 
dis speech will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. BENJAMIN. Mr. President, I had in- 
waded to say a few words in answer to some 
ortion of the remarks of the honorable Senator 

> Connecticut; but the hour is late, and I shall 
spstain, aS this subject will be discussed on some 
qture occasion. I cannot, however, permit that 
spator to take his seat without expressing to 
iim my gratification, and what I am certain must 
e the gratification of the entire Senate, at the || 
one and temper of the discourse which he has || 
st pronounced. It is something so different in 
emper from that to which we have been recently 
jabituated from gentlemen who entertain opin- 
‘ns somewhat in accordance with his own, so 
yighly honorable to himself, so proper in its 
Hue, 80 exactly what is becoming in a Senator 

yho represents a State, one of the equal sover- || 
eguties of this Confederacy, that I could not 
jo justice to my own feelings on this occasion 

Sens congratulating him and the Senate upon 
the tone and temper of the remarks which he has | 
made in support of his principles on this ques- 
ion, although those principles are diametrically 
opposed to those which I entertain. 

Mr. WELLER. | desire now to make the 
motion of which I gave notice yesterday. I 
think it must be obvious to every Senator here 
that it is utterly impossible to transact any busi- | 
yess until this question is disposed of. It has 
now been in the way for more than three months 
ofthe session. I have delayed calling the atten- 
tion of the Senate to measures of vast importance 
to that section of the Union from whence | come, 
because I regarded this as one which ought to be 
speedily disposed of. I move, therefore, that 
this bill, with the pending amendments, be recom- | 
mitted to the Committee on Territories with in- 
sructions to report on Monday next; and that 
the bill, when thus reported, shall be the special 
order, and remain so until disposed of. J have no 
doubt that, by as early a day as Monday next, 
the Committee on Territories will be able to make 
a report. 

There is a diversity of opinion among Sena- 
tors here as to the proper course to be pursued 
on this subject. Some four or five different prop- 
ositions have been submitted. ‘The inclinations 
of my own mind are decidedly in favor of that 
which has been introduced by the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Toomss.] I desire, however, when 
al those propositions go to the Committee on 
Territories, that they shall report upon Monday 
next, and that we shall then send to, and con- 
tinue, the discussion of this question until it is | 
finally disposed of. I feel that this is due to my | 
own constituents, who are deeply interested in 








several bills now pending before the Senate. 

I hope it will be the pleasure of the Senate to 
consent on Monday next not only to proceed to 
the discussion of the bill, but to retain the dis- 
cussion of it before the Senate until we shall 
finally come to a conclusion on it. I doubt not 
that by as early a day as Wednesday or Thurs- 
day of next week, we shall be able to dispose of 
this question, and then proceed to the considera- 
tion of other business. I hope that will be the 
pleasure of a majority of the Senate. 

Mr. ADAMS. I shall vote with a great deal || 
of pleasure for the motion to recommit this bill to || 
the Committee on Territories; but it occurs to me || 
that to require the committee to report next Mon- 
day aan not be exactly proper. The committee 
will doubtless report as early as it shall be prac- 
ticable for them to do so; but there are a number 
of these bills—three or four long ones—and it | 
may require time to examine them. There may be || 
differences of opinion in regard to them. I sug- 
gest to the Senator the propriety of only recom- || 
mitting this measure to the committee without 
instructions. It is known that they will report 
it back as soon as they can,and therefore I would 
not be in favor of requiring them to report on a || 
particular day. 


{ 
i 





| amine and decide, and report upon by Monday 


_on Monday. 


| Subject up on that day, and proceed with it until | 


| That question is not now before the Senate. 


| the doors were reopened, and the Senate ad- 


the American-built bark Tropic Bird, now owned | 
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4 ived informally, and be printed, if there be no Mr. DOUGLAS. Ihave no objection to the || Mr. HAVEN, 


| instructions. I do not think it will make any dif- || 
| ference in our action. 


f I have no idea that there 
is anything in these bills which we cannot ex- 


next. Ofcourse the committee will report at the | 
earliest possible moment. I think we can report | 
1 am entirely willing, so far as 1 
am concerned, to agree to the arrangements pro- 
posed by the Senator from California, to take the 


it is disposed of. 
Mr. WELLER. Then I withdraw the instruc- 
tions which I proposed. 
Mr. BIGLER. It is understood, [ believe, that | 
the motion will carry all the bills with it. 
Mr. WELLER. Yes, sir; that is my design. || 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. I understand the || 
discussion is to be resumed on Monday, and 
then continued until the eica is disposed of. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Foor.) 


Mr. WELLER. That was an expression of 
my own hope—not a motion. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


I wish it were in- 


The motion to recommit the bill with the pend- 

ing amendments was agreed to. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to give notice that 
to-morrow I shall ask the Senate to proceed to | 
the consideration of the bill for the construction 
of a wagon road from the frontier of Missouri to | 
California. 
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I will say, with the permission 
of the gentleman from Illinois, that the gentlemen 
are both right. There is a general law author- 
izing the Secretary of the Treasury to change the 
name of an American vessel, and issue a new 
register in the new name. But there is not a law 
authorizing him to issue a regisier to a foreign 
vessel becoming American property. If this isa 
foreign vessel which has become American prop- 


| erty, then there is no general law applying to it. 


Mr. JONES. Then I will merely say, that I 


| hope the Committee on Commerce will report a 
| general law covering these cases, so as to get clear 


of these special bills. 


Mr. MILLSON. I think there is such a law 


| already. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
: : , ; 
The bill was then ordered to a third reading; 


| and was accordingly read the ‘third time, and 


passed. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
The SPEAKER, by unanimous consent, laid 


before the House a message from the President 


| of the United States, transmitting a report from 


; me || the Secretary of the Navy, in compliance wit! 
> So ’ 3 | : J 4 > I ance with a 
| cluded in the Senator’s proposition. || resolution of the House of Representatives of 


February 18, requesting the President to com- 
municate to the inten the report of Captain E. 
B. Boutwell, and all the documents accompanying 
it relative to the operations of the United States 


| sloop-of-war John Adams, under his command, 
at the Feejee Islands in 1855; which was laid upon 


the table, and ordered to be printed, 
REPORT FROM COMMITTEE. 





Mr. BROWN. Under the Cincinnati resolu- | 
tions, or the Constitution? 
Mr. WELLER. If it does not come clearly 





| within the principles of the Cincinnati platform, 


I shall not ask the Senator to vote for it. [Laugh- | 
ters) I move an executive session. 

Mr. STUART. 1 do not acquiesce that we 
shall proceed to the consideration of anything 
until we dispose of the veto messages. 


Mr. WELLER. I did not ask the Senator to 


| acquiesce; but I only gave the notice so that those 


opposed to it might gather their strength together, 
as I knew my friend from Michigan would be. 
The motion of Mr. Wetter being agreed to, 
the Senate proceeded to the consideration of exec- 
utive business; and, after some time spent therein, 


journed. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, June 25, 1856. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by Rev. Henry C. Dean, Chaplain of the Senate. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER stated that the business first 
in order was the consideration of House bill 
(No. 115) to establish two additional land dis- 
tricts in the Territory of Kansas, the pending 
uestion being on the motion submitted yester- | 
ay by Mr. Bennett, of New York, to lay said 
ball ef the table. 
BARK TROPIC BIRD. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask the | 
unanimous consent of the House to put Senate | 


bill (No. 273) to authorize the issue of a register | 


to the bark Tropic Bird upon its passage. I 
hope there will be no objection. It is necessary | 
that the bill should be passed. 

No objection being made, the House proceeded | 
to consider the bill. It authorizes and directs the | 


Secretary of the Treasury to issue a register to 


by Asa F. Tift, of Ke 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
following amendment to the bill: 


Sec. 2. and he it further enacted, That the said bark | 
Tropic Bird be, and is hereby, exempted from the payment 
of tonnage moneys to the United States from the time she 

| 


West, Florida. 
I offer the | 


became American property. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
of the chairman of the Committee on Commerce, 
if there is not a general law authorizing the Treas- 
ury Department to issue these registers under 
general rules and regulations ? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. There is no law which 
covers the present case; if there had been, the 
application would not have been made. 

r. JONES. 


I thought we had passed a 
general Jaw. 


Mr. BARCLAY, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee on the Post Office and 
Paes Roads a bill to authorize the Postmaster 
General to execute a contract with Messrs. Gor- 
man, Wigle, and Benford, for carrying the mail 
from Cumberland, Maryland, to Greensburg, 
Pennsylvania; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. COMINS, by unanimous consent, offered 
a resolution providing for the printing of ten 
thousand extra copies of the report of the inves- 
tigating committee inthe matter of the assault on 
Mr. Sumner; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Printing. 


ARMS FOR NEW MEXICO, UTAH, ETC. 
Mr. QUITMAN, from the Committee on Mil- 


itary Affairs, presented an adverse report on the 
memorial of the Legislature of New Mexico, ask- 
ing an appropriation for the payment of militia 
called into service in 1854; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Q. also, from the same committee, reported 
back joint resolution (H. R. No. 21) in relation 
to furnishing the Territories of New Mexico and 
Utah with arms—with an amendment in the na- 
ture of a substitute—and asked to have it put upon 
its passage. 

Mr. GROW. The previous question is pend- 
ing on a bill. 

he SPEAKER. The resolution can only be 
received by general consent, if the gentleman pro- 
poses to act on it. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I ask the general consent 
that it may be considered now. 

There being no objection, the resolution was 
read. Itdeclares that the existing laws pertaining to 
the delivery of arms in States and Territories are 
sufficient to insure the delivery within the Terri- 
tories of New Mexico and Utah, of such arms as 
they are entitled to, at the expense of the United 
States, in such quantities and under such regula- 
tions as the President may, in his discretion, pre- 
scribe. 

The committee reported back the following 
amendment in the nature of a substitute: 

Resolved by the Senate, ¥c., That the President of the 
United States be authorized to cause to be delivered at the 
expense of the United States, at such points as he may 
designate, within either of the Territories of New Mexico 
and Utah, such arms as said Territories may respectively be 
entitled to, under existing laws. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I desire to make a single 
explanation of the amendment proposed in the 
nature of a substitute to the original resolution 
referred to the committee; and I think I can sat- 
isfy the House of os penny of passing it. 
The committee reported the original resolution 
for the purpose of authorizing the Government to 
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.W. 
pay the expenses of the transportation of arms 
into the Territories, as provided for by existing 
laws. It was understood that the Government, 
or some of the officers of the Government, pro- 
posed to deliver these arms at some point short 
of the Territories for which they were designed. 
The object of the present resolution is simply 
explanatory: to authorize the delivery, not of new 
arms, but of those which were heretofore author- 
ized to be delivered to the Territories, within the 
limits of the Terrritories, at such points as the 
President may direct, at the expense of the Uni- 
ted States. 

The question was taken on the amendment; and 
it was arreed to, 

The joint resolution, as amended, was ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time; and being 
engrossed, it was subsequently read the third time, 
and passed, 

ILLINOIS CONTESTED ELECTION. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I desire to give 
notice to the House, that as soon as the special 
order on territorial business will have transpired, 
I will endeavor to call up the contested-election 
case of the State of Iinois. 

J. W. NYE. 

Mr. TRAFTON, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a report from the Committee for the bis. 
trict of Columbia, in the case of the petition of 
J. W. Nye; which was laid on the table, and 
oraered to be printed. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 

Mr. GROW. I now insist on the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. THORINGTON., I desire to report a bill, 
so as to have it referred. 

Mr. GROW, Gentlemen are appealing to me 
all round, and if [ yield to one, | must to all. I 
insist on the regular order of business. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of House bill No. 115. 


-INDIAN HOSTILITIES IN OREGON AND 
WASHINGTON, 
Mr. QUITMAN. 





a a a 





I will ask the indulgence 


of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, to allow || ’ t “ri 
| by law in relation to other land officers of the United 


me to offer a resolution simply for the purpose 
of obtaining information for this House on asub- | 
ject which belongs to territorial business, and 
which will come up here for consideration. 

Mr. GROW. 


ness, [ have no objection. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 








| having ordered the main question, the gentleman | 


from New York [Mr. Bennett] moves to lay the 
bill on the table. 

Mr. PHELPS. TI request the gentleman from | 
New York to withdraw the motion to lay on the | 
table. If I could have one moment I would ex- 
plain the necessity for this bill; and I believe 
there would be no objection. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York. 
any further debate. 
Mr. PHELPS. 
this is a matter of necessity, and of accommo- 

dation to the people of Kansas, of all sides, 


j 


I object to 


bill on the table, 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, called for the yeas | 
and nays. | 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, called for the read- 
ing of the bill. 

The bill was read, as follows: 


Be it enacted, §c., That all that part of the Pawnee land 
district, in the Territory of Kansas, created by the thir- 


teenth section of the act approved 22d July, 1854, entitled, | 


| ** An act to establish the offices of surveyor general of New 
Mexico, Kansas, and Nebraska, to grant donations to actual | 
settlers therein, and for other purposes,’’ which is situated 


| north of the north or left banks of the Kansas river, and the 


|| trict, to be ealled the Delaware land district; and all that || 


|} called the Osage land district, the location of the offiees for 
! 


The resolution was read, considered, and agreed | 


to; as follows: ‘ 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to communicate to this House any correspondence 
or informauon which may have been received by bim on 
the subject of Indian hostilities in Oregon and Washington 
Perritories, sinee the date of his last communication tothe 
House on that subject. 


Mr. GROW renewed his call for the regular 
order of business. 
Mr. TAYLOR. Will the gentleman from | 
Pennsylvania give way, and allow me to present 


a joint resolution for the relief of sugar planters || Bradshaw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Burlingame, James 


in Louisiana? It is merely to provide for an | 
omission in the revenue laws; the necessity there- | 
for growing out of the fact of there having been, | 


by the frosts of last winter, such a destruction of || ert B. Hall, Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hickman, Holloway, | 


the sugar-cane as 





Mr. GIDDINGS. I object. 
LAND DISTRICTS IN WASHINGTON TERRI-| 
TORY. | 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama. I desire to report, 
from the Committee on Public Lands, a bill | 
relating to the Territories, that it may be referred | 
and printed, with the letter from the Commis- | 
sioner of the General Land Office. 

There being no objection, 

Mr. COBB reported a bill to divide the Terri- | 
tory of Washington into four land districts; which 
was read a first and second time, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 
and ordered to be printed, 


ADDITIONAL LAND DISTRICTS IN KANSAS. 

Mr. GROW. I now call for the regular order 
of business, 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs on 
House bill (No. 115) to establish two additional 
land districts in the Territory of Kansas. The | 
pending question is, ** Shall the bill be read a 
third tme?*? Pending this question, the House | 


| 


| 


| boundary line, or meridian of one hundred and third degree 
| 


| created by this act, with the exception of such as may have 


If it relates to territorial busi- || ; 
|| to sale in the same manocr, and upon the same terms and 


Smoky Hill fork thereof, to its highest navigable point, and | 
north of the nearest township line to said point, to be here- | 
after determined by the Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office, contraucd west to the eastern boundary of Utah 

‘Territory, be, and the same is hereby, detached from the | 
said Pawnee district, and shall constitute an additional dis- | 


portion of said Pawnee district which is situated south of | 
the nearest township line, to the thirty-eighth degree of 
| north latitude, and which lies east of the Mexico Territory 


of west longitude, shall constitute a new district, to be 


which shall be designated by the President of the United 
| States, and shall by him, from time to time, be changed, as 
the public interests may seem to require. 
| Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That the President be, 
| and he is hereby, authorized, whenever the public interests 
| shall require, to appoint, by and witb the advice and con- 
| sent of the Senate, or during the recess thereof, and until | 
| the end of the next session of Congress after such appoint- 
inent, a register and reeciver for each or either of the dis 
tricts hereby created, who shall respectively be required to | 
reside at the site of their offices, have the same powers, 
responsibilities, and emoluments, and be subject to the 
same acts and penalties which are, or may be, prescribed 


States. 
Sec. 3. And be ut further enacted, That the President is 
hereby authorized to cause the public lands in the districts | 


been or may be reserved for other purposes, to be exposed | 


conditions, as other public lands of the United States : 


of the old district of lands situated within the limits of the 
| new districts, which shall be valid and right in other 
respects up to the day on which the new offices shall go into 
operation, be, and the same are hereby, confirmed. 

Sec. 4, And he it further enacted, That for the salaries 
of the land offices created by this act, and for expenses 
incidental to opening the new offices, the sum of four thou- 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 105, nays 79; as follows: 





| Sapp, Scott, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 


|| wood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 


|| Kelly, Kennett, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin, McMullin, Me- 


| man, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, 


'| Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Wheeler, Whitney, Wil- 





YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Henry | 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, 


H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, | 
Clawsou, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, | 
Damrell, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Ed- 
wards, Emrie, Galloway, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Rob- 


Thomas R. Horton, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, | 
Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, | 
McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Moore, Morgan, Mor- | 
rill, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, | 
Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, | 
Purviance, Puryear, Ritchie, Robbins, Robison, Sabin, | 


Swope, Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, Trafton, Under- 


Ellihu B. Washburne, [srael Washburn, Watson, Welch, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—105. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley | 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cad- | 
walader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford, | 
Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Etheridge, | 
Evans, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 


Greenwood, Augustus Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson || 


W. Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, Jewett, George W. Jones, 


Queen, Smith Miller, Peck, Phelps, Porter, Powell, Quit- 


Sandidge, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William | 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, 


liams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and 


| Zollicoffer—79. 1] 


So the bill was laid upon the table. 


GLOBE, 


ee 


I wish merely to show that | 


|| YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbo: 
The question being on the motion to lay the | 


Provided, That all sales and locations made at the office || 


sand dollars be, and the same is hereby, appropriated. {| ) 
|| amendment of the House to the bill of the Senate, 
| entitled ‘* An act to authorize the issue of a regis- 











he 


requested to announce that his colleague M 
Harris, had paired off with Mr. Wasusep 
of Illinois. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York, moved 
reconsider the vote by which the bill was laid ar 
the table; and also that the motion to reconside, 
be laid on the table. re 

The question being on the latter motion 

Mr. LETCHER demanded the yeas and nay 

The yeas and nays were ordered. ” 

The question was taken; and decided in the 
affirmative—yeas 111], nays 78; as follows: 


l : 
r 
URNE, 


ur, Bar- 
Bingham, 


rling: 
James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaffee Ext 


Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin Cur 
back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Dean, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, Flagler, Gatioway’ 
|| Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Robert B. Hatt Harlan’ 
J. Morrison Harris, Haven, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas 
R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelsey King 
|| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Mace’ 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Millward. 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Peri 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Puryear, Ritchie, Robbins, Rob. 
ison, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Scott, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton 
|| Stranahan, Swope, Tappan. Thorington, Thurston, Traf. 
ton, Underwood, Valk, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge 
Waldron, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat. 
son, Welch, Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—111. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett. Bowie, Boyce, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader 
Join P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Clingman, Howell 
Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Craige, Crawford 
Davidson, Denver, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, Ether’ 
idge, Evans, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode 
Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, Georse 
W. Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lumpkin 
McQueen, Smith Miller, Millson, Packer, Peck, Phelps, 
| Porter, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson’ 
Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Seward, Shorter, Samuel 
| A. Smith, William Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Tal- 
| bott, Taylor, 'Trippe, Vail, Walker, Warner, Watkins, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williains, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—78. : 


So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Bulinghurst, 
| Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, Bu 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was here received from the Senate, 
by Mr. Dicxins, their Secretary, announcing that 
| the Senate had passed, without amendment, bills 
and joint resolution of the House, of the follow- 
ing titles: 

Anactauthorizing the settlement of the accounts 
of Charles P. Babcock, late Indian agent at De- 
| troit, in the State of Michigan; 


|| An act granting to certain citizens of the State 





|| of Missouri the right to enter certain lands in the 
Plattsburg district, in said State; 

| An act to change the time of holding the United 
| States courts in Tennessee; and 

|| Joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Interior to settle the accounts of Oliver M. 

| Wozencraft. 
|| Also, that the Senate had concurred in the 


| 
| 
} 
{ 
| 


| ter to the bark Tropic Bird.’’ 


ADMISSION OF THE STATE OF KANSAS. 
The business next in order, by the special as- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


|| signmentof the House, was House bill (No. 411) 


for the admission of the State of Kansas into the 
| Union, the question pending being upon ordering 
| the bill to be engrossed and read a third time. 
| The bill was read through by the Clerk, and is 
| as follows: 


| A BILL for the vy of the State of Kansas into the 
nion. 

Whereas, the people of Kansas have presented a consti- 

| tution, and asked admission into the Union, which consti- 

tution, on due examination, is found to be republican in its 

form of government: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
| of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
| the State of Kansas shall be one, and is hereby declared to 

be one, of the United States of America, and admitted into 
| the Union onan equal footing with the original States in all 
| respects whatever, with the following boundaries, to wit: 
| Beginning at a point on the western boundary of the State 
of Missouri, where the thirty-seventh parallel of north lati- 
| tude crosses the same; thence west on said parallel to the 
| eastern boundary of New Mexico; thence north on said 


|| boundary to latitude thirty-eight; thence following said 


| boundary westward to the east boundary of the Territory of 
Utah, on the summit of the Rocky Mountains; thence 

northward on said summit to the fortieth parallel of latitude ; 
thence east on said parallel to the western boundary of the 
| State of Missouri; thence south with the western bound- 


| ary of said State to the place of beginning. 
| Sec. 2. And be it enacted, That the State of Kan- 





Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. RICHARDSON stated that he had been 


sas shall be entitled totwo Senators and one Representa- 
| tive in Congress. 
| Sec. 3. be it further enacted, That the said State of 
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xansas is admitted into the Union upon the express condi- 
on that the people of said State, through their Legislature 
~ otherwise, Shall never interfere with the primary dis- 

.aj of the public lands within its limits, and shall pass no 
ww and do no act whereby the title of the United States 
w» and right to dispose of, the same, shall be impaired or 
jyestioned, or any other restrictions or limitations imposed 
.oreon than are embraced in the following section of this 
. aud that they shall never lay any tax or assessment 
‘ny deseription whatsoever upon the public domain of 
vne United States; and in no case shal] non-resident pro 

vors. Who are citizens of the United States, be taxed 
‘yer than residents; and that all the navigable waters 
win the said State shall be common highways and forever 

_as well to the inhabitants of said State as to the 
xzens of the United States, without any tax, impost, or 
duty therefor. 
sec. 4. nd be it further enacted, That the following 
propositions be, and the same are hereby, offered to the 
state of Kansas for the free acceptance or rejection by the 
Legislature of said State, which, if accepted by the same, 
spall be obligatory on the United States and upon the State 
of Kansas, to wit: 

First. That sections numbered sixteen and thirty-six in 
every township of public lands in said State, and where 
either of said sections, or any part thereof, has been sold 
or otherwise been disposed of, other lands, equivalent 


t 


| 


| 


hereto and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted in | 


aid State for the use of schools. 

~ Second. That seventy-two sections of land shall be set 
apartand reserved for the use and support of a State uni- 
versity. to be selected by the Governor of said State, sub- 
ject to the approval of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and to be appropriated and applied in such 
manner as the Legislature of said State may prescribe for 
the purpose aforesaid, but for no other purpose. 

Third. That ten entire sections of land, to be selected by 
the Governor of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be 
granted to said State forthe purpose of completing the pub- 
jic buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat of 


Government, under the direction of the Legislature thereof. | 


Fourth. That all salt springs within said State, not ex- 


ceeding twelve in number, with six sections of land adjoin- | 


ing, or as Contiguous as may be to each, shall be granted to 
said State forits use ; the same to be selected by the Gov- 


ernor thereof within one year after the admission of said | 


State, and, when so selected, to be used or disposed of on 
such terms, conditions, and regulations, as the Legislature 
shall direct: Provided, That no salt spring or land, the 
right whereofis now vested in any individual or individuals, 
or which may be hereafter confirmed or adjudged to any 


individual or individuals, shall by this article be granted to | 


said State. 


Fifth. That five per cent. of the net proceeds of sales of | 


all public lands lying within said State, which shall be sold 


by Congress after the admission of said State into the Union, | 
after deducting all the expenses incident to the same, shall | 


be paid to said State, for the purpese of making public 


roids and internal improvements, as the Legislature shall 


direct. 


going to the Speaker’s table, in case of the ad- 
‘ournment of the House, or of the House pro- 
ceeding to other business, | move to recommit 
the bill to the Committee on Territories. I pro- 
pose to make a brief statement of the proceed- 
ings whieh brought this constitution here for the 


action of Congress; then to leave the question || 


open for a reasonable discussion, and to reserve 
what further remarks | may wish to make, until 


| ance to tyrants is obedience to God.”’ 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


local position, and his public life, cannot be re- 


garded as a fanatic, of the code of laws enacted | 


by the Territorial Legislature of Kansas, These 
acts impose disqualifications on account of pri- 
vate judgment, unwarranted and unheard of, not 
only as to the exercise of the elective franchise, 
but disqualifications for holding offices, or serving 
on juries, and prohibitions on freedom of speech 
and of the press. The people of the Territory 
regarded the action of this Legislature as a usurp- 
ation of power; and even if it were not, they 
believed in the motto of Jefferson, that ** Resist- 
They 


| called a convention at Lawrence, on the 13th or 


14th of August, 1855, to repudiate the action of 
the Legislative Assembly thus chosen, and re- 
solved to ask Congress to redress their wrong. 
The meeting was held after the passage of the 
laws which the Senator from Delaware declared, 
in the Senate Chamber, to be unprecedented in 
injustice, and an insult to one whole section of 
the Union. It was for the purpose of repudiating 
the action of that Legislature. But that move- 
ment was merged in another, not of a party char- 
acter. And I propose to show, in the course of 


| the remarks [| shall make, that the people have 
| taken no illegal, no unconstitutional steps, in 


| bringing this constitution 


before this House. 
Though denounced by the President of the United 
States as a rabble—a mere party of factionists— 


| they come here violating no clause of the Consti- 


tution of the United States, violating no law, and 


| trampling upon no right. 


After the meeting at Lawrence, the next meet- 


| ing was held at Big Springs, the 5th of Septem- 


| irrespective of party. 


ber, 1855, called by citizens of the Territory, 
' As a remedy for their 
wrongs under the illegal and oppressive enact- 


| ments of the Legislature, they proposed the form- 


ation of a State government, and to ask Congress 
to admit the State into the Union. That Big 
Spring meeting was no faction, rabble, or mere 
party. Men took part in the meeting who, before 


going to the Territory, were supporters of the | 


Kansas and Nebraska bill. They asked Con- 
gress to protect them in what they had pledged 
in that bill, that they were to be left perfectly free 


'| to form and reculate their domestic institutions 


Mr.GROW. In order to prevent this bill from || 


in their own way. Men who, during their whole 


\| lives, had been considered as national, in the sec- 


the debate shall have been closed, when I shall | 


be entitled to an hour under the rules of the 
House. 

On the 20th of May, 1854, a bill passed Con- 
gress for the organization of the Territory of 
Kansas. In February, 1855, a census was taken 
under the provisions of that act of the legal voters 
of the Territory. By that census there were two 


Territory. The election for members of the Ter- 
ritoria! Legislature was held under that organic 
act on the 30th of March following, in which six 
thousand three hundred and thirty-ones votes 


were polled. The Territorial Assembly thuselect- | 


ed, without stopping to notice the contest before 
the Governor which took place for seats, met in 
July following to enact laws for the government 
of the Territory of Kansas. 

I do not propose to stop here to read from the 
code of pretended laws enacted by that body, 
for they are familiar to every member of this 
House, and extracts have been read by many 


members. The people of the Territory regarded | 


them as oppressive and wrong, an imposition 
upon them by a usurpation of legislative author- 


ity, and that they were not bound by any con- | 


siderations of justice or right to submit to them. | 


oe this subject I will only cite the opinions of | 
a . 


enator from Delaware, [Mr. CLayron,] whose 
sense of justice is unaffected by the prejudice of 

his section: 
“ f denounce this as an unjust and cruel law against one 


section of the Union, and an insult to honorable men who | 


differ totally with me on great questions of politics, and yet 
are as honest as I am, or any man on this floor.” * * * 
“T hold this injustice to be unexampled.”’ 


Such is the opinion of a man who, from his 1 


tional sense of nationality, as claimed by pro- | 


| slavery Democrats and southern men—in that 


| convention was William Y. Roberts, who, as a | 


member of the Pennsylvania Legislature, was 
one of the most national of the so-called national 
Democrats; Mr. Lane, of Indiana, who voted 
in this Hall for the Kansas and Nebraska bill; 


Mr. Parrot, of Ohio, who voted in the Legislature | 


of that State for Mr. Pugh for Senator;—these 
men, I trust, will not be regarded as factionists 


| or fanatics. 


| 1855. 


That convention camped upon the open prairie, 
and lasted two days. It recommended to the 


people of Kansas the propriety of calling a con- | 
_vention of delegates to assemble at ‘Topeka, | 


: : | in order to take into consideration the propriety | 
thousand nine hundred and five legal voters in the |! 


of forming a State constitution. Delegates to 


that convention met on the 19th of September, | 
That convention, composed of delegates | 
from every part of the Territory, recommended 


aconvenaon to frame a State constitution, and 
apportioned delegates according to the apportion- 
ment made by the Governor for members of the 
Legislature. The delegates were elected by the 
people, and met at Topeka on the 23d of October, 
1855, and framed the constitution now presented 
for our action, which was submitted to a vote of 
the people on the 15th of December, 1855. On 


' the 15th ef January, 1856, the Governor, members 


of the Legislature, and other State officers, were 
elected. The Legislature thus elected assembled 


| on the 4th day of March, 1856, and elected United 


t 


States Senators. They did nothing else Seen 
to pass a resolve that no act of theirs should be 
enforced in the Territory; that no officer should 
be empowered or authorized to act until the action 
of Congress on their admission as a State. 

Here then, Mr. Speaker, is the action of the peo- 
ple of Kansas Territory to throw off an odiousand 
oppressive Territorial Legislature—one imposed 
upon them by usurpation and fraud. They come 
here under that clause of the Constitution which 
guaranties to the peo : 
to petition for a redress of grievances. They 


le of the country the right }) 





have precedent for what they have done, which 
we cite in the report accompanying this bill. It 
was decided in the case of Arkansas, by the con- 
stituted legal authority of the Government, that 
= v . . 
the people of that Territory had a right to assem- 
ble, independently of any action either of the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, or the General Government, 
to form a State constitution with a view toasking 
Congress for admission as a State. Before apply- 
ing to Congress for admission, they must have a 
State government—all the officers necessary to 
ut a State government into successful operation. 
Vedo not admit a Territory, under the clause 
to admit new States. In speaking of that clause 
of the Constitution, Attorney General Butler used 
the following language, in the case of Arkansas, 
in 1835: 

“This provision implies that the new State shall have 
been constituted by the settlement of a constitution or frame 
of government, and by the appointment of those official 
agents which are indispensable to its action as a State, and 
especially to its action as a member of the Union, prior to 
its admission into the Union. In accordance with this im- 
plication, every State received into the Union since the 
adoption of the Federal Constitution has been actually 
organized prior to such admission.” 


Then, sir, nothing has been done in Kansas, 
thus far, other than what the people of the Ter- 
ritory had the right to do under the Constitution 
of the United States. They have violated no law— 
have trampled on the rights of no citizen or class 
of citizens; but they have gone on peaceably to 
change their form of government in the mode 
prescribed and sanctioned by the Constitution 
of the United States. 

What are the grievances they ask to be re- 
dressed? Under so odious aud humiliating a 
surveillance and vassalage are the citizens of the 
Territory at present, that, to pass from one portion 
to another, they are forced to carry a pass from 
some officer of the Territory. Thus American 
citizens are reduced to the degraded and despi- 
cable condition of subjects of the petty despotisms 
of the Old World, am are required to carry a 
vised passport in passing from one miserable little 
principality to another; they are subjected toa 
system of espionage to which our Constitution and 
statesmen have ever been opposed. American 
citizens are forced to carry their passes in Kansas 
to save themselves from indignity and being de- 
spoiled of their property by bands of lawless ma- 
rauders, They ask this redress of grievances at 
|! the hands of Congress: that we shall give thema 
government of their own formation, in order that 
| they may protect themselves, instead of leaving 
| them to the care of this Administration and its 
| minions, who have already ae in the dust 
|| their dearest and most sacred rights. 

Gentlemen may say they propose to redress their 
grievances by extending to them another territo- 
rial organization. How can any change of ter- 
|| ritorial government whatever relieve them when 

that government must be executed by appointees 
|| of this Administration? How can they look to 
this Administration and its minions for protection 
when they have failed to execute the provisions 
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, which guarantied to 
|| the people the right to form their domestic insti- 

tutions and regulate their affairs in theirown way? 
Those charged with the faithful administration of 
| the laws have permitted an invasion of non-resi- 
| dents, and usurpation of legislative powers, and 
now give force to the enactments of a Legislature 
| forced on the people by fraud and violence. One 
| of the Senators of the United States has declared 
| that some of those enactments are acts of injus- 
tice unexampled. Will you piace another terri- 
|| torial government over this people, to be executed 
|| by the machinery of this Administration, and cal? 
| it any redress of grievances? American citizens 
| there are now liable to = search, although 
| the Constitution of the United States has guaran- 
| tied them against search of person or houses 
| without regular legal process. ‘This Administra- 
| tion permits that sacred guarantee of the Consti- 
| tution to be trampled in the dust; and it permits 
men to be despoiled of their property unlawfully 
| How would they be protected against such abuse 
in any change of territorial organization? The 
| Federal Government, by its minions, disarms in- 
| offensive citizens, and then batters to pieces, with 
| cannon, dwelling-houses and printing-presses. 
Sir, this is a strange day for the American Re- 
ublic. We present a strange spectacle to the 
| workd. While we profess to be the friends and 
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guardians of all the inalienable rights of man, we | 
permit, in one of the Territories of the Union, 
the bowie-knife and the revolver to silence the 
voice of justice and humanity pleading for the in- 
alienable rights of man. Their homes are leveled 
with the ground for a free expression of their 
opinions; and the printing-press is indicted as a | 
nuisance. ‘That great means for the diffusion of || 
knowledge, and regarded throughout the civil- 
ized world as the chief engine for the elevation 
and advancement of mankind, is in Kansas de- 
clared to be a nuisance—to be abated by military 
force unless it speaks the language peculiar to one 
section of this Union; and unless men stifle their 
real sentiments in reference to slavery, or advo- 
cate its existence, their dwellings are burned, and 
women and children driven out into the wilder- | 
ness. A hotel, one of the best west of the Mis- 
sissippi, erected for the accommodation of the 
ioneer, is battered down by a posse organized 
o the constituted authorities to preserve ‘* law 
and order,’’ giving the inmates one hour and 
forty-five minutes to remove their effects. It is 
such grievances that the people of Kansas ask 
to be redressed. Shall it not be granted to them ? 
it may be said, that to admit the State under 
the present circumstances is informal—irregular; 
there is no such case on record. There never 
was such a condition of things on record. There || 
never was a Territory in which such abuses 
existed. Never before did a people come here 
under like circumstances. What is the odds || 
whether there is a precedent or not? It ill becomes | 
an American lenileane to hesitate in the perform- 
ance of any act that his judgment approves for 
want of a precedent. The existence of the | 
Republic itself and.its whole history are in viola- 
tion of all precedent. Had our Fathers, on the 
4th of July, 1776, waited for a precedent, instead 
of now being a free and independent people we 
should still be vassals of Great Britain. Had 
the gallant commander of the St. Louis, on far 
distant seas, waited a precedent for his action, 
Koszta would now be pining in an Austrian 
dungeon, or the grass would grow green over his 
grave, and one of the brightest pages of Ameri- | 
can history would have been unwritten. 
Truth, justice, and humanity, need no prece- | 
dents—they make them. It is old abuses and | 
time-sanctioned wrongs that entrench themselves 
behind formulas and precedents. Kansas comes | 
here under different circumstances from any 
people that ever applied to this Government for | 
redress of grievances. Coming here, having 
violated no constitutional right, and asking the 
redress of grievances, by a government of her 
own, in order that she may protect her rights, | 





of the Territories have the same right to govern 
themselves that the people of the States have, will | 
refuse their application. 

Sir, [have trespassed longer upon the patience 
of the House than I intended. If the House || 
desires to have the reports of the majority and | 
minority of the committee read, I will yield for | 


| 

| 
{ trust that no man who claims that the people 

| 


that purpose, retaining the floor, however, as I | 
desire to submit a motion. | 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Let the reports be | 
printed and laid upon our desks. 

Mr. GROW. They have been printed, and it 
will not take more than half an hour to read them 
both. 

Several Mempers. Nevermind reading them. 

Mr. GROW. If that be the wish of the House, 
I have no disposition to, insist on the reading, I 
have but a word more to say. After both sides 
have been heard upon this bill, I shall of course 
desire that the debate on it shall be closed, and that | 
we shall come to a vote upon the question. Let us | 
settle these difficulties in Kansas in some way. | 
It is a duty that we owe to ourselves as American | 
legislators. 

Mr, STEPHENS. Will the gentleman indi- || 
cate, before he takes his seat, how soon he pro- 
poses to to ask for a vote on the bill? . 

Mr. GROW. Iam unable to say at this time. 
I suppose after a few days’ discussion. I pre- | 
sume the House will not desire a lengthy dis- | 
cussion, 

_ Mr. STEPHENS. _I desire, before the debate | 
is closed, to address the House upon this subject, | 
and | wish to submit an amendment, in the 4 
nature of a substitute for the 
provide for the admission of 





anses as a State, | 


Be. 





| question for members is, whether they are willing | 


| the 


ntleman’s bill, to |; 








and to guard against all these evils of which he | at the earliest opportunity. 


has complained. 


Mr. GROW. I do not propose to call the 


| eevee question until both sides have been 


veard, and I propose to give at least one day’s 


| notice of the time when I shall call it. 


Mr. STEPHENS. That is all [ ask. 

Several MemsBers. That is fair. 

Mr. GROW. Iam not able to say now when 
1 shall call the previous question, but I shall give 
at least one day’s notice. 
should be disposed of in the shortest possible 
time. It isa mere question of the admission of | 
a State. The bill is in the usual form, and it will 
not require a long time to perfect it. The only 


and ready to vote to admit Kansas into the Union 
at this time? And now, in order that we may | 
dispose of the other territorial business, I move 
that the rules be suspended, and the House | 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 
Mr.SMITH. Let the other side be heard first. 
Mr. GROW. Certainly; I accept of that sug- 
gestion. Will the gentleman renew my motion? 
Mr. SMITH. 
Mr. GROW. ThenIwithdrawthe motion. | 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, if 
I can get the attention of the House, I wish to 
submit a few remarks now upon this bill, not in 


| the spirit, however, in which they seemed to fall 


from the gentleman from Pennsylvania. The | 


| time has come, it seems to me, when reason and 
| not co oughttoreign. Since the adoption of 
‘ederal Constitution we have passed through || 


many scenes of excitement and disturbances of 
the public mind, and at the close of all of them 
considerate men of most of the political parties 


| that have existed in the country have been ready | 
| to come to some reasonable conclusion upon a fair, 


just, and equitable settlement of the questions 


| which divided the different sections of the Con- 
| federacy. 


I regret, sir, that the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has seen proper to add to his i 
fessed statements of facts, in reference to the diffi- 


culties in Kansas and to the bill now under con- || 
| sideration, an unjust attack upon those whose 


ony. it is, and who have discharged that duty 


| faithfully, to execute the laws of the country. 


And | may be permitted to remark here, that 


| while gentlemen from the North denounce the 
| Administration for their conduct in the execution 


of the laws in Kansas, and accuse them of par- 

tiality in their enforcement, there are some, I | 
regret to say, in the southern States who also 

complain of the Executive for his conduct in the 

execution of the laws in that distant Territory. 

Both sides complain, which is the highest evidence 

that he is faithfully discharging his duty to the 

whole country. 

I expected, sir, from the calmness with which 
that gentleman usually treats subjects, that the 
chairman of the Committee on Territories would 
come here with no purpose to inflame the public 
mind, either in this House or in the country. I 
stand here to-day to vindicate the wrong actions | 
neither of southern men nor northern men, but | 
to condemn both alike. Iam an impartial ob- 
server of the unfortunate events which are occur- 
ring, and have occurred, in Kansas Territory. 
When I see a man from my own section of the 


country violating the law or disturbing the public || 


peace, I feel that, educated as he has been, trained 
as he has been, to love law and order, and to be 
an observer of the laws of the land, he is as much 
to blame as those citizens in the northern States 
whose fanaticism prompts them to resistance to 
the law, and a violation of the Constitution ot | 
their country. I would justify neither side, nor | 
is it my purpose oasttenleas y or harshly to con- 
demn either. This is not the time for crimina- | 
tionsand recriminations. Itis time now to devise 
and adopt the means to quiet this excitement in 


| the country. Knowing what has been the action | 
| of the Executive on these questions, | stand here 
|| to defend him from all assaults, from whatever | 


uarter—whether from the North or from the 

outh, from the East or from the West—in refer- | 
ence to his conduct in the execution of the laws | 
in that Territory. 

The gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Stepnens] | 
has indicated a proposition here this morning 
which is not new to me, (if I properly under- | 
stand it,) and which I hope to see him introduce | 
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I suppose jt ; 
sos ‘ ; . SO it is 
proposition which was introduced into the ee 


That propottion aul the Howe Cae oe 
‘ ‘ under. 
stand it when it comes before us—ig, in my Sade 
ment, fair, equitable, and just, and is taaee z 
principles on which all men who love the Union 
; ; F Institution of 
slavery in that Territory is concerned. It simply 
proposes to allow the people now in that Te } 
tory to form a constitution, under proper gua 
/and restrictions, and ask admission into 
Union, and meets with my unqualified approyaj 
I hope it will be brought forward at an early 
day, as an amendment of, or substitute for, thi, 
bill, and that considerate men of all parties will 
lay aside their prejudices, sectional and political, 
and adopt it, and thus settle at once this disturb. 
ing question. Some may object to the details ot 
the bill. Some may object to the number of pop- 
ulation in the Territory—which is, I confess, , 
plausible objection in relation to other Territo. 
ries than that of Kansas. But, in view of tho 
importance of the settlement of these questions— 
of restoring peace and — to the public mind 
of the country—I am willing to take them with 


rri- 
rds 
the 


|| even five thousand inhabitants, and make it ap 


| exception to the general rule. I shall not com. 
plain of others who are not willing to do that: 
but I do think these matters ought to be surren. 
dered in view of the important results to be ac- 
complished by the adoption of the measure to 
which I have referred. 
Having said this much in reference to the mode 
of pacification which has been proposed, I shall 


|, now review briefly the history of the causes of 


these difficulties, and the action of the Executive 
in the enforcement of the laws in the Territory 
of Kansas. 
In 1820 the question arose as to a portion of the 
_ territory of the United States connecting itself 
with the local institutions recognized by the Con- 
stitution of the country, which created great ex- 
| citement and general alarm. In the midst of that 
excitement the question was determined by a 
measure which was called a compromise. It was 
acquiesced in by the South; it was received by 
| the North with demonstrations of dissatisfaction, 
and was in that region a constant subject of 
denunciation by large, and, in many respects, 
respectable portions of the northern people. | 
| think it was subject to the most serious objections; 
hence [ am not surprised, in reviewing our his- 
tory, to find that it gave substantial satisfaction to 
the people of no section of the Confederacy. From 
| the extent, geographical characteristics, and the 
circumstances which had become interwoven with 
the social frame-work of different parts of the 
| country, the Constitution could only be formed 
in a spirit of compromise. It is well known that, 
with those men who constituted the convention, 
who had stood shoulder to shoulder through such 
a struggle for civil and religious liberty as the 
world had never witnessed before—men who were 
bound together by a mutual confidence and affec- 
tion, such as spring up only among those who 
have shared common toils and common dangers— 
there was but one serious obstacle to complete 
, harmony and prompt success; that obstacle, in 
plain language, was the existence of domestic 
| slavery in a portion of the States of this Union. 
At one time it seemed to be insurmountable; butit 
was overcome by propositions as simple as they 
were just. Those principles involved a com- 
promising feeling, perhaps of conviction—at all 
events, a noble sacrifice upon the altar of com- 
mon brotherhood. The compromises and con- 
cessions of that convention were noble; and most 
fruitful have they been in results, which have 
tended to our advancement, dignity, and pros- 
perity, national, social, and individual. The 
eading principles which I have adverted to are 
these: 
Ist. Absolute and perfect equality among the 
States of rights, privileges, and immunities. 
2d. Absolute right of each and every State to 
determine, establish, and maintain its own do- 
mestic institutions according to its own convic- 
| tions of right, expediency, and interest. 
Upon these principles alone could the Consti- 
| tution have been adopted, and upon their firm 
| maintenance alone can this Union be preserved. 


| 


_ Hence, in my judgment, it closed the door to com- 
promises in all future time. 
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Sen “From 1820 to 1834 this disturbing question but || only engender strife and bad feeling between the || North have had hired emissaries and correspond- e 
> State dightly agitated the public mind; but during the |! different sections of the Union, produce personal || ents in the West, to exaggerate the state of things Lif 
Under. jst twenty years, I need not remind this House || collisions between citizens of the same common || there—to keep up the idea of a crv war actually Bang 
Y judo. how constantly it has been the subject of acrimo- | Government, protected alike by the same consti- | existing, in order to inflame the public mind, and ; ; 4 
Sed op gious reproach and retaliatory denunciation, in | tution and laws, and enjoying the same common | continue an excitement from which they expect st : 
Thion and out of Congress. In 1850 and 1851 it as- || heritage bequeathed to us by our revolutionary || to derive benefit at the coming presidential elec- i bi 
On of sumed a practical form and alarming power, in || fathers. The state of feeling now existing be- || tion. But, sir, in despite of that element in this oe bs 
Simply consequence of the acquisition of new territory || tween the citizens of the different sections of the || House—which, to those unacquainted with our ean 
Terri. py thisGovernment. ‘The question at once arose | Confederacy is of an alarming character, and it | system of Government, would seem to be driving 4 
guards whether the ees of 1820 should be ex- | becomes the imperative duty of every one who the Union to destruction—the President has, with t 
to the wnded, and the line of 36° 30’ run out to the desires the perpetuation of the Union to use all fair || a yen equaled only by Washington, and ae 
proval, Pacific ocean. ; | means in his power to allay this sectional strife, || a firmness and courage such as only characterized i 
n early The South, as a peace-offering, were ready to || and restore that harmony and good feeling which || Andrew Jackson, enforced the law in that dis- ee F 
r, this J stand by it, as the Journals of Congress affirm. || so happily existed prior to the agitation of what || tracted Territory, and dispersed the lawless bands, : 
es will The North rejected it, as shown by the same || has been termed this ** vexed question of African || no difference from what quarter they had come, 
litical Journals. It was, in my judgment, not merely an || slavery.”’ i || whose object was resistance to the laws, and the 
isturb. invasion of the constitutional principles to which || The excitement which now exists has been, in | disturbance of the public peace of the country. ; 
tails ot | have before adverted, but it was objectionable | a great measure, produced by the personal colli- || Fortunate it is for the country that we have a f, 
of pop. ja this: that it undertook to apply an arbitrary || sions which have occurred in Kansas Territory, | President who, regardless of public clamor from ‘5 
fess, a ographical line to a moral and social question. || resulting in many instances in bloodshed, mur- | any section of the Union, or of personal conse- y %! 
errito. [he controlling minds in that hour, which tried || der, and assassinations amongst those who have a || quence to himself, has the courage and the patriot- ‘ 3 
of the the strength of the band that binds us, (Cass, || common interest in the same Government, which || ism to execute faithfully all the laws, without 4 i 
ions— Clay, and Webster,) found no solution of the || extends alike its protection to all its citizens. It || regard to the locality of their application, or the a t 
> mind problem which they were compelled to solve, but || is not my purpose now to discuss the question of || domestic interests to be affected thereby. Such vi ed 
Nn with iy the great fundamental principle which relieved || who is right or who is wrong. I believe citizens || has been the course of the present Executive in . 
e it an our fathers from like difficulties in the formation || of both sections have acted imprudently in refer- || reference to these exciting difficulties; and such t’ 
t com. and adoption of the Constitution itself. | ence to the difficulties which now exist in the || conduct must meet the approval of every one in ia? 
» that; For twenty years this question had agitated || Territory of Kansas. This is not the time to || this House, and in the whole country, except ‘- 
Uurren- Congress and the country, without a single ben- || discuss the causes of these unfortunate difficul- || those whose fanaticism and political madness have f 
be ac. eficial result. They resolved that it should be || ties, which are fast bringing into disrepute tne || determined them in their own minds to openly 4) 
ure to transferred from these Halls, that all unconsti- || fair fame of our Republic. They must be stopped; || rebel against the Constitution and the laws of 4 
tutional restrictions should be removed, and that || and the question is, how is it to be done? he || their country. Such there are here; and if M. ‘ 
mode the people in the Territories should determine for || President of the United States has done all in his || De Tocqueville, the French traveler and author, # 
I shall themselves the character of their local and do- || power to prevent insurrection, and preserve the || were to revisit our country, and then favor the 
ses of mestic institutions under which thev were to live, || public peace in that Territory, and I rejoice to || world with another edition of his views of gov- 
cutive with precisely the same rights, but no greater than || fdias that his efforts are about to succeed. But || ernment, the history of the present House of 
titory those which were enjoyed by the old thirteen || what has Congress done to aid him in preserving || Representatives of the American Congress would 
States. Excitement was intense, and clamor || order in that distracted country? Nothing. Not- || furnish him with ample material for an additional 
of the loud, but the sober judgment of the people rati- || withstanding this isan extraordinary emergency, || chapter to prove his favorite theory of the ** inev- 
itself fied the constitutional action of their representa- || he has been left alone to use the limited means || itable downfall of all republics.”’ 
> Con- tives. | and power conferred upon him by the Constitu- But, in the language of President Pierce, * if, 
at ex- In 1854 the same question was presented when || tion, to see that the laws of the United States are || as I fully believe, our fathers were not only guided 
of that the necessity arose for the organization of the || faithfully executed. Passing by the annual mes- || and sustained through the changing scenes and 
by a Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, and the || sage of the President of the United States, in || struggles of the Revolution, but were inspired, 
It was identical principle was applied for its solution. || which our attention was called to the difficulties || after its close, to devise and adopt the Constitu- 
ed by l, for one, as a southern man, did not accept || likely to occur there, on the 24th day of January || tion by Omnipotent power, we may repose upon 
ction, it with reference to any result which it a last he sent a special message to both Houses of || an humble, but unwavering, faith, that that power 
ct of probably produce. I accepted it because it was || Congress, infurming us of the state of affairs || will not permit the madness of their children to 
pects, constitutional, just, and safe. I accepted itbecause || which then existed in the Territory of Kansas, | destroy it.’’ 
ie. | I believed it to be the only principle which could || and urged us to place at his disposal the means || The dangers which now menace the Union are 
tions; secure the legitimate rights of all sections of the || necessary to prevent the disgraceful occurrences || the result, first, of the efforts of political dema- 
r his- Union. It had not merely the convictions of my | which have since transpired. In that message || gogues to excite and inflame the public mind in 
ion to own judgment to sustain it, but it had the sanction || the President used the following emphatic lan- || different localities to aid in the promotion of those 
From of the patriotism and wisdom of the revolutionary || guage: || whose ambition prompts them to a reckless dis- 
d the fathers. If this great principle of popular sov- || “No citizen of our country should permit himself to for- || regard of their duty to themselves, to their coun- 
| with ereignty be justly carried out and sacredly main- || 8¢t that he is a part of ‘its Government, and entitled to be || try, and to posterity, and causes them thus to 
f the inet il ive in ti h h 1eard in the determination of its policy and its measures, || danger our republican institutions for the palte 
" tained, it will give in time to come what we have || and that, therefore, the highest considerations of personal || CO@anger ourrepublica on eC] ¥ 
irmed enjoyed in the past—union, strength, prosperity, || honor and patriotism require him to maintain, by whatever || consideration of a personal or sectional triumph. 
that, and happintes. If it be struck down by passion, || of power or influence he may possess, the integrity of the || Secondly, in a misunderstanding on the part 
ition, fanaticism, or sectional prejudice, in either sec- || wT nestninten tees visleais 4'tutha h tnx eneusbadlian did | of the people of the non-slaveholding States as 
such tion of the Confederation, I will not permit || to exert the whole power of the Federal txecutive to sup- || t© the motives, purpose, and policy of the slave- 
s the myself to contemplate the woes that await us. || port public order in the Territory; to vindicate its laws, holding States with reference to the extension 
were What I wish to see, then, as an American citizen, || Whether Federal or local, against all at'«mpts ot organized \| of their peculiar institutions. I say here as a 
nffec- respecting and cherishing, as I do, the mass of || einen Soe taatachone’ wadanereed Oy canroncheeat | southern man, and I believe the sentiment will be 
who my countrymen, in whatever latitude they may || from without, and in the full enjoyment of the rights of || Sanctioned by nearly every southern Represent- 
ors— be, and loving and desiring to protect every part || self-government assured to them by the Constitution and || ative on this floor, that if a bill were introduced 
plete of our country’s soil, is that this principle shall || the organic act of Congress.” in Congress to establish slavery in Kansas, or any 
le, in be fairly, justly, and impartially carried out in | The House of Representatives, it is true, was || other Territory of the United States, I should 
estic Kansas, and everywhere else. And whatever || then in a disorganized or unorganized state. It || unhesitatingly vote against it. And this I would 
nion. may be the character of the institutions it shall || was, however, soon after organized, but took no | do, notwithstanding I honestly believe African 
butit introduce into Kansas, or any other portion of || steps to aid the President in preserving order in || slavery to be a moral, a social, and a political 
they our broad domain, I shall yield to the result a || Kansas. No steps having been taken by Con- || blessing, applicable alike to the master and to the 
com- cheerful, a willing acquiescence. Protection to | gress to aid the Executive in enforcing the law in || slave. WwW y, then, cannot the North meet us 
t all all in the Territory of Kansas, in whatever lati- || that Territory, on the 11th day of February last || upon this common ground, and declare that they 
-om- tude they may have been reared, or whatever || the President issued his proclamation reciting the | would not prohibit slavery by congressional enact- 
con- sentiments or opinions they may entertain, con- || disorders which had a occurred there, || ment in any of the Territories of the United 
most sistent with a republican form of government, is || and declaring that all the power vested in him by || States? This would leave the people to be 
have what I desire. I desire the protection of persons || the Constitution would be exercised to execute | affected by the institution to determine the 7 
ros- and property for all; I desire security of freedom || the laws of Congress and of the Territory, and | tion for themselves in their own way, ** su rject 
The in the exercise of the privilege dearest to free- || to prevent the invasion of the rights of citizens | only to the Constitution of the United States. 
are men—that of the elective franchise for all; and 1, || thereof, coming from whatever source it might— || All who have carefully studied the history of the 
for one, am ready to clothe the Executive, if he || whether from the North or from the South. Still || past, and who have acquired that knowledge of 
the does not already possess them, with ample power || Congress remained silent, and to this day has || human nature necessary to enable them to form 
and means to secure these results. But let me || done no act to furnish the executive department a correct idea of the result of events every day 
e to warn gentlemen that they can never be attained || of the Government with the means to suppress || transpiring around them, must know that, what- 
do- by resistance to the laws of the land; that no || the lawless violence or to quell the organized || ever may be the action of Congress, the people 
vic- amount of means which can be raised to aid in || opposition to the laws of the country which for || to be a ected by this institution will ultimately 
setting those laws at defiance—that no deela- || some time has existed on the borders of Kansas. || determine the question for themselves, and in that 
1sti- rations of assemblies, legislative or otherwise, If, therefore, any branch of the Government is {| determination will be governed alone by their 
firm usurping the functions of the judiciary, and || justly censurable for the state of things now exist- | own notions of interest, of principle, of public 
red. attempting to settle the constitutionality of legis- || ing in that Territory, it is the legislative, and || policy, and by those influences which usually 
om- lative enactments—can compass the asthe which, i 


in common with all patriotic man, I trust, I truly 
desire to see consummated. Such efforts can 
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not the executive—it is Congress, and not the || move to action the public mind of the country. 
President. | 


Why, then, can we not meet together upon 
During all this time the Abolition press of the 


@ common ground, without regard to personal 
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? : | . . 
consequences to ourselves, and settle this ques- || [Mr. Grow,] to go into Committee of the Whole 
tion upon those principles of justice and equality || on the state of the Union. 


which ougkt always to characterize the action of 
American freemen ? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I speak here only for my- 
self; and I say to this 


ouse, what I honestly | 


believe, that if the Territory of Kansas forms a | 


State constitution tolerating the institution of 


slavery, it will be the result of the efforts of those | 


who are striving to make her a non-slaveholding 
State. 
bill for the purpose of making Kansas a slave 
State. 
tional restriction in the Territory, and to restore 
that equality among the States of the Union 


I voted for it to remove an unconstitu- | 


I did not vote for the Kansas-Nebraska | 


which existed at the adoption of the Federal | 


Constitution. 

of the political 
efforts of those in the free States to force upon 
that Territory a system of laws and institutions 
without regard to the interests or opinions of 
the bona fide citizens thereof, has produced a 
counter movement on the part of many in the 
southern States, who did believe it important to 
an institution, affecting alike their principles and 
their interest, and to the Union, that the Terri- 
tory of Kansas should be made a slaveholding 
State. But, sir, when men go there, whether 
from the North or from the South, to engage in 
civil strife and disturb the 
country, | condemn them. 


I will not speak harshly of any | 
arties of the country; but the || 


ublic peace of the | 
or shall personal | 


consequences to myself ever prevent me from | 


speaking my mind as freely in reference to the 
conduet of citizens of my own section or State, 
as of those who reside in a different latitude. 

i care not what may be the sentiments of the 
yee of Massachusetts or of Vermont, of New 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| on the state of the Union. 


CLOSE OF DEBATE. 


Mr. GROW. Before making the motion to go 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, I will submit the usual resolution to close 
debate in Committee of the Whole upon the bill 

roviding for the erection of a penitentiary in the 


lerritory of Nebraska in five minutes after the | 


consideration of the same is resumed in committee. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I hope the gentleman 
will extend the time to fifteen minutes. 

Mr GROW. In obedience to the wishes of 
the Delegate from Kansas, I will extend the time 
for closing debate to fifteen minutes. 

The resolution as modified was adopted. 


ADMISSION OF KANSAS—AGAIN. 


| Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, if I understand the | 
gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Grow,} his | 


object is to avoid referring the bill for the admis- 
sion of Kansas to the Committee of the Whole 
Do I understand the 
gentleman correctly? 

Mr. GROW. That is my desire. 

Mr. DUNN spoke some fifteen minutes in refer- 
ence to the admission of Kansas. His remarks 
will be published in the Appendix. 

Mr. GROW. I move ees the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union; 
but before that motion is put I will, in answer 


to the remarks of the gentleman from Indiana, | 


| trespass for a moment on the time of the House. 


| Indiana moved the reference of the Kansas bill to | 


‘ork or of Pennsylvania: if their Representatives || 
come forward here and vote for a just and equi- || 
table settlement of these questions in order to quiet | 
the public mind and thus preserve the Union of the | 


States, they would be met, I am satisfied, by the 
southern members of this House in a spirit such 
as their constituents do not believe exists in that 
section of the country. 
feeling here, and I believe it exists with every 
member from a southern State, and that feeling 


rises far above any personal consideration affect- | 
It is time | 


ing individual members of this House. 
we should quit talking of the South, of the North, 
of the East, or of the West. It is time we should 
come together, and talk as one people in regard to 


our great country, and the interests which are to | 


affect its future prosperity and future eppenees 
I wish to see these sectional feelings laid aside. 
It is time that members should summon the cour- 
age toecreate, instead of following the public sen- 
timent of their particular districts. 


There is a conservative | 


If there were | 


any quality to be admired above all others in that | 


distinguished man from the State of Massachu- | 


setts who feil here in this hall at what he consid- 
ered his post of duty, (John Quincy Adams, ) it 
was that he never attempted to follow, but always 
to lead, public opinion in his own section of the 
country, This wasa virtue in him which I al- 
ways admired. Are there notnow here from the 
North men who, regardless of the public clamor 


that reigns in their country, excited by dem- | 


agogues—by men who hope to ride into public 


poone upon the public excitement which they | 
ave created—are there, 1 say, no men here from 


the northern States who, belonging to that party 
which have been denominate 
party, are ready to ste 
sound public opinion in their own section, instead 
of following in the wake of that morbid sentiment 
fermented by those who care not a groat for the 
honor of their country, or for the perpetuity of 
our freeinstitutions? 1 hope that there are some. 
I believe there are men enough in this House, if 
icft to their own sober judgment, irrespective of 
the feelings which have been improperly excited, 
of their constituents, irrespective of the public 
clamor that has been raised in their immediate 
districts, who are conservative in their notions 
and feelings and principles, and who desire aset- 
tlement of” this question on principles just, fair, 
and equitable to all sections of the Union. Iho 
that that will be done; and when it is done, I will, 
so far as I am concerned, have no desire to be 
any longer a member of the Congress of the 
United States, 

in accordance with my promise, I now renew 
the motion of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, 


the Republican || 
forward and create a \| 








Several MemBers. Hasnot the gentleman from 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair did not under- | 


stand him to do so. 

Mr DUNN. Irose to make the motion, that 
the bill for the admission of Kansasinto the Union 
as a State be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and I distinctly 
announced it as my wish, 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman did not sub- 
mit the motion. 

Mr. DUNN. Iintended to submit the motion. 
I announced that such was my intention, and I 
do not presume that any particular form is neces- 
sary. 

The SPEAKER. The motion was not made. 
The Chair will state, however, for the informa- 
tion of the gentleman from Indiana, that the 


| motion to refer the bill to the Committee of the 


Whole on the state of the Union can be made at 
any time before the call for the previous ques- 
tion. 


Mr. GROW. Before the question is taken on 


| the motion which I have made, that the House 








resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole | 
|, on the state of the Union, I wish to say a few 
| words in reply to the interrogatory of the gentle- 


man from Indiana. He knows, as well as any 


man in this House, that to send the bill to the | 
| Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union at this stage of the session is equivalent 
to its defeat. ‘This talk about sending a bill to 
the committee in order that it may be perfected, 
so as to meet the object we have in view, is very 
often heard on this floor, but when you send it 
to the Committee of the Whole it is dead. This 
kind of affection I do not understand. If any- 
thing is to be done with this bill for a State gov- 
ernment for Kansas, it can be done in the House; 


and every man who votes to send it to the com- | 


mittee might as well vote against the bill itself. 


So far as perfecting it is concerned, it is nota bill | 


that requires the ordinary process of perfection. 
The question is, are we willing that Kansas 
shall be admitted into this Union as a State? 
One would imagine, from what the gentleman 
has said, that in this instance, to admit a State 
into the Union, a great wrong would be com- 
mitted, and that the graves of our forefathers 
would be desecrated. Now, where is the great 
wrong in admitting Kansas, and relieving her 
people from the oppression under which she has 
so long suffered? What rights are trampled 
down? The gentleman says that the Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor are under indictment 
for treason, Suppose they are: when we admit 
Kansas as a State she takes the place of the pre- 
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vious Federal authority; she becomes a soveroir, 
State; and let the Federal court keep her G... 
| ernor and Lieutenant Governor in irons at ae 

ril, when this Congress has declared that a. 
have done nothing but what they had a rich; 7 
do. If there be anything like an indictment for 
|| treason when men have done what Conerp., 
| declared they had the right to do, we can provide 
| for it hereafter. : 
| I now move that the rules be suspended, ang 
|| that the House resolve itself into the Committee 
| of the Whole on the state of the Union. | hope 
| that the motion’ will be agreed to, and that the 
| House will proceed to the consideration of t}. 
| territorial business. ; 
| Mr. RICHARDSON. I wish to announce {, 
| the House that I desire on to-morrow to make 
| some remarks on the proposition to admit Kansas 
| into the Union as a State. 


TROPIC BIRD. 
| Mr. PIKE, from the Committee on Enrolled 
Bills, reported that that committee had examined 
'and found truly enrolled an act to authorize the 
| issue of a register to the bark Tropic Bird; whey 
| the Speaker signed the same. 
| Mr. DUNN. If the motion to go into com. 
| mittee be voted down, will it not be in order then 
| to move that the bill for the admission of Kansas 
| into the Union asa State be referred to the Com. 
| mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union? 
| Mr.GROW. The gentleman can make that 
motion to-morrow, if he likes. 

Mr. DUNN. I prefer to make it now. 

Mr. GROW. I eae no objection at all to his 
making the motion. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania withdraws his motion to go into com- 
| mittee, and the gentleman from Indiana moves 

that the bill be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, the motion to 
| commit to the Committee of the Whole will, 
under the rules, have precedence of the pending 
motion to recommit 

Mr. DUNN. I now make the motion, that the 
bill be referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
| debatable ? 

The SPEAKER. It is not, inasmuch as it is 
| covered by the motion of the gentleman from 
| Pennsylvania, that the House resolve itself into 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of tle 
| Union. 

| Mr. CAMPBELL. J should like to givea few 
| reasons why I shall be compelled to vote against 
| the motion of my friend from Indiana. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I hope my 
friend from Pennsylvania will not withdraw his 
motion. 

Mr. GROW. I do not withdraw it. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. There are many men- 
bers who are absent, under the belief that no vote 
would be taken to-day. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair was under the 
impression that the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
had withdrawn his motion, so that a vote might 
be had on the motion of the gentleman from In- 
|diana. He has not done so; and the question is 
on the motion of the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania. 

Mr. HAVEN. If we go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union with the 
|| motion pending to recommit the bill, and also a 
motion that it be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole onthe state of the Union, will it not be 
in order to-morrow, before the question is put, 
to assign reasons on the subject of reference? 

The SPEAKER. Under the practice of the 
House, a motion to recommit a bill makes it the 
| business first in order at the next sitting. To- 
_ morrow, then, the whole question will be up for 
| discussion—either in regard to the motion to re- 
| commit, to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, or to the geveral dis- 





Is that motion 











position of the bill. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia. Has the motion of 
the gentleman from Indiana been received? 

The SPEAKER. It has. 
The question was taken on Mr. Grow’s mo- 


| tion; and it was agreed to. 
| NEBRASKA PENITENTIARY. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 


